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This issue’s theme is the Emblem of Glory. | have chosen especially to share a
Lent hymn - Jesus, Keep me Near the Cross. | particularly love the lyrics in the chorus:
In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever. Some Christians are unwilling to let others
know he/she is a Christian at work or at school, some are embarrassed to say grace
before meals in public. Is the Cross truly our glory?

Paul said in Galatians 6:14: ‘May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.’ After Paul
repented and converted, the Cross is at the centre of his life. The glory and status he
had in the world became unimportant in comparison, because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus. This is what ‘the world has been crucified’ means.

May Jesus Christ be the centre of your life and the Cross be the emblem of your glory.
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The Gospel of the Cross is cheap? At a price!
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At an event where supplies were distributed to the
needy, | once heard the conversation of a mother and a child.
The child asked: ‘Are these free of charge?’ The mother
responded: ‘These are distributed to them for free because
someone already paid for them.’ | reflected on their
conversation —sometime what seems free or easily obtainable
might be of great value or great love that people often neglect.

Most Hong Kong and Macau citizens enjoy the Easter
Holiday this time of the year. Christians celebrate the fact
that our Lord Jesus Christ is the true God that has overcame
death and resurrected, and that Christ brings the hope of
eternal life for His believers. The Good Friday before Easter
is a time Christians should remember. Because it is the day
when Jesus was crucified on the Cross. We should remember
how Jesus Christ suffered and died for the sin of humanity on
this day, sacrificing for every one of us. | love how the lyrics
of SASB 92 ‘When | survey the Wondrous Cross’ presents the
following reminders in the third and fourth verses:

3. See, from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,

Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all.

If people forget about Good Friday, salvation might
become something worthless to them. The joy of Easter
lies in Jesus Christ suffering for the sins of humanity, paying
the debts of sins for us so our sins can be forgiven and we
can enjoy true freedom in Christ and rebuild an intimate
relationship with God. The salvation is given to us for free, but
at a heavy price of Jesus Christ’ sacrifice, redeeming us with
His own precious life. May you remember
Jesus’ love for you this Good Friday
and Easter. May you accept Him
as your Saviour and accept
His grace and respond to
His love.

RESROR MEWER
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An ambulance is also called a ‘Cross’ Car in
Cantonese, which signifies emergency rescue to
transport the injured to the hospital for treatment as
soon as possible. Red ‘Cross’ is a non-governmental
organisation that undergoes many humanitarian
relief work. Blue ‘Cross’ is a commercial insurance
company that provides coverage for your medical
needs. Why do these rescue-related organisations
use the Cross in their logos? This is something worth

pondering.

The World Health Organisation emblem was
chosen by the First World Health Assembly in 1948.
The emblem consists of the United Nations symbol
surmounted by a staff with a snake coiling around it.
The staff with the snake has long been a symbol of
medicine and the medical profession, signifying the
protection and salvation of lives. This symbol reminds

me of a rescue incident in Numbers 21.

Numbers 21:7-9: ‘The people came to Moses and
said, “We sinned when we spoke against the Lord and
against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes
away from us.”” So Moses prayed for the people. The
Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on

>

»

a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.’
So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole.
Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at

the bronze snake, they lived.

The Cross represents salvation. But during the
time of Jesus Christ, the Roman government in power
at the time had a cruel punishment —to publicly display
the condemned prisoners and nail them to crosses.
Therefore, for these prisoners, the Cross represents
humiliation and death. One could never imagine that
this torture would become God’s redemption plan for
humanity. As in 1 Corinthians 1:18, ‘For the message
of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.’

To me, the Cross represents sacrifice and love.
| was supposed to be punished, but Jesus Christ took
the fall for me. One summer, when | was in the shower
at home after playing soccer, | felt disgusted by the
smell of sweat on me. But Jesus Christ accepts me
just like that. Roman 5:6-8: ‘You see, at just the right
time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the
ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous
person, though for a good person someone might
possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.’

Dear Christians and friends, may the Cross and
Jesus’ precious blood draw you closer to our Saviour
Jesus Christ, so you can have a deeper communion
with Him.
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Several of the main characters in the crucifixion
and resurrection story of Jesus did not agree about
much of anything, but they did agree about this: the
story of Jesus was over.

Pontius Pilate believed he was the final word
on all things that happened in his region. It was a
troubled part of the Roman world but, despite the
challenging situation, Pilate was accustomed to
having unquestioned authority. If he decided an
innocent man needed to die to keep the peace, so be
it. He handed Jesus over to be crucified, and the oft-
practised theatre of killing on a cross was performed
on his orders. Later, after hearing of Jesus’ death,
Pilate issued his final instructions to the religious
leaders. ‘Take a guard,’ Pilate answered. ‘Go, make
the tomb as secure as you know how' (Matthew 27:65).
There was essentially a triple lock on Jesus’ tomb: a
large stone was rolled in front, an official seal served
as a powerful warning and armed guards watched to
ensure that no one interfered. Pilate was certain that
he was the final authority on the story of Jesus.

Mary, mother of Jesus, understood the anguish of
seeing a loved one suffer. She watched as opposition
to Jesus grew, and she would have worried day after
day that something terrible would happen. Eventually,
the powerful enemies of Jesus moved against him.
Following his arrest, rumours probably circulated
about the beatings, the torture and the humiliation
he was enduring. She would have felt so helpless, so
broken to know that her son was experiencing such
pain. Mary would have given her own life to save
his, but that was not possible. The best his mother
could do was to stand close by until the bitter end,
not wanting him to face those final painful moments
alone. She was there, near the Cross, as Jesus took
his last breath (John 19:25). Filled with despair, Mary
was certain that his excruciating death was the final
chapter of the story of Jesus.

Peter knew his ministry was over and, in truth, he
knew it deserved to be. After all, he had denied Jesus,
not once, not twice, but three times. Right when
Jesus needed him the most, he had failed miserably.
After the cock crowed, and Peter remembered Jesus’
words - that before the cock crows, Peter would
disown Jesus three times — he bowed his head in
defeat and wept bitterly (Matthew 26:75). Peter had
never known utter despair like this. Despite promising
his friend and rabbi that even if others denied him, he
never would, it had taken only a persistent servant girl
to make him unravel and fall apart. In denying Jesus,
Peter had lost the ministry that had become his life
and joy over the past three years. With his friend’s
public death on the Cross, combined with his own
repeated denial of being one of his disciples, Peter
believed his part in the story of Jesus was now over.

But the story of Jesus was not over. They
forgot one very important thing: God always has
final word.

On that first Easter morning, when everyone
assumed that the whole story of Jesus had already
been written, the heavenly father wrote the most
powerful chapter yet. The large stone was rolled away,
the seal was broken and the guards were overcome
with fear (Matthew 28:2-4). This all demonstrated that
no people or power on earth can prevent God from
having the final word. Jesus was risen, alive again,
and because of that powerful truth, everything had
changed. Pilate and the circumstances he dictated
did not have final authority over God’s Son or his
followers. Mary was able to see her son’s death not
as the end, but as part of the continuing story of
God’s compelling grace for humankind. And in the
days that followed, Peter discovered that his post-
denial ministry would be even greater than he dared
hope or imagine (John 21:15-19).

Perhaps you are facing challenging situations in
your life right now. Be assured of this: God will have
the final word, and no enemy or circumstance can
stand against the word of our Almighty God.

Perhaps someone you love is suffering deeply,
and you feel inadequate to relieve their pain or heal
their hurt. Remember, God will have the final word,
and that word will be filled with grace, and hope, and
ultimate victory.

Perhaps, like Peter, you no longer feel worthy to
be used by God. Possibly at one time you abandoned
him and are convinced he has now abandoned you.
Be certain of this: God will have the final word, and
it will be a powerful word of restoration and renewal.
And who knows? Perhaps, like Peter, you will discover
your most impactful ministry is yet to come.

My prayer for you, and for the whole of The
Salvation Army, is that this Easter will proclaim anew
that the story of Jesus is not over, and that God always
has the final, victorious word. It will be a triumphant
word that reminds us that God is greater than any foe
that stands against him. It will be a powerful word of
grace and hope for the broken-hearted and hurting.
And it will be a restorative word, reminding us that no
sin is greater than his redeeming grace.

God will have the final word, and it will be a word
of victory!

Happy Easter, and God bless you.

Lyndon Buckingham
General
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Mercy Seat
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The third relationship is where, in the words of the late
Diana, Princess of Wales, ‘There are three people in this
marriage.” Here the mercy seat is used but it is not regarded
as the only - or even the main - way by which people make a
public response to God. And, more importantly, where God
meets his people.

One of the questions in my 1994 and 2009 surveys was:
Are there suitable alternatives to the mercy seat? In both
instances, the answer as ‘yes’. The alternative responses
included the raising of a hand, standing in one’s place, the
laying-on of hands and standing at the holiness table.

In recent years - as well as seeing people pray at the
mercy seat - | have seen in Army meetings other invitations to
respond to God, such as washing hands, picking up a stone,
writing a prayer, lighting a candle, consuming bread and fruit
juice and drawing in sand. (What I'm not sure I've seen is
a follow-up mechanism for such responses in the way that
officers were trained and expected to pay next-day pastoral
visits to mercy-seat visitors in the days when mercy-seat
visits were faithfully recorded in the seekers register.)

As well as what is known as ‘creative worship’ and
‘creative response’ (although Heaven only knows what was
uncreative in, say, the ministry of Brengle, who in the first six
months of 1919 saw 3,000 people respond to his preaching
by kneeling at the mercy seat) there is another emerging,
significant development in the spiritual life of the Army - the
rediscovery of the prayer room.

Possibly inspired by the 24-7 prayer movement, a number
of corps have introduced a permanent dedicated prayer room
or prayer area. Depending on its location, it allows people to
slip in unobserved and uninterrogated for a few moments’
quiet prayer. For those seeking privacy and anonymity such
a space is a much more attractive proposition than making
their way to the mercy seat in full view of a congregation.
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FUN Bear Rescue Ice Environmental Protection Carnival

BEREXARSBRI1BI13BRT "TFUNRRBUKRRE , 0% "7
T8,  rBBEtEI284% - RERIIEAT—BSH - B8 " '
BERARREL RERISSEFHE -

ZPZETZIRBRTE  BERERIHEN F : )
B AEARSRECOHSYESE NBEYHRE |
e ~ AXARBBEFIEM » LRMIZAXR "BE '
R, BEES | RABEBILBNSEE  THEREE R
LRAENES - BE2NEZAEREITE - BERREEX
HEZHD  INEBFHMER  RERBRE(COXBRRERENE !

Ann Wyllie Memorial School organised the ‘FUN Bear Rescue Ice Environmental Protection Carnival’ on 13 January.

More than 700 students, parents, and community members participated to learn about climate change and environmental
protection through games.

Teachers designed various experiential activities, such as making aquaponics tanks, finding babies of endangered
animals with drones, making maracas with recycled materials, making handkerchiefs with natural dyes, immersive XR
‘Underwater World' game, and more. An Arctic story, Polar Bear fans meeting, and Polar Bear Express showcased polar
bears from multiple perspectives. Students and parents enjoyed the fun day of exploring the impact of climate change and
ways to protect the environment through new experiences!
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Centaline Charity Fund School hosted a Reptiles Exhibition
Lecture to provide an educational experience for students, fostering a
deeper understanding of reptiles and their role in ecosystems. Through
informative presentations, captivating visuals, and engaging discussions,
S the lecture aimed to highlight the diverse species of reptiles, their unique
/&84 adaptations, and their importance in maintaining ecological balance.
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Inquiry-Based Learning Week to Enrich Learning

Experiences
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In Lam Butt Chung Memorial School’s Inquiry-Based Learning Week (23 to 26 January), a variety of activities including
STEM and Chinese cultural activities were organised to strengthen their self-directed learning skills and generic skills.

P1 students designed toys through different games. P2 students explored different jobs. ‘Be a Smart Shopper’ was
the learning theme for P3 students. P4 students created their own shadow plays. P5 students explored food science and
the meaning of a healthy diet. Inquiry-based learning changed the way students feel about education, giving them more
confidence and building an engaging classroom atmosphere.
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Youth Sharing Vision of Ideal Community
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Chai Wan Integrated Service for Young People organised a ‘Youth
Building Dream Community’ showcase on 16 December. Through performances, sharing, exhibitions, and booths, over
150 teenagers showcased their learning over the past six months and shared their expectation of their families and the
community. Moreover, five guests from the Government, schools, and business sectors were invited to communicate with
the youth at a seminar to learn about the next generation’s vision for an Ideal Youth Community.
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Carer Association 21* Anniversary Celebration
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The captioned event themed ‘Innovative Technology & Caring for
the Elderly Together’ was held on 6 January. Dr Arkers Wong, Assistant
Professor of School of Nursing, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University,
Ms Dorothy Wong, Project Director (Innovation and Technology for
Ageing), The Hong Kong Council of Social Service and Mr Pitmas Siok,
our Assistant Social Services Director were the officiating guests. Over
200 caregivers, elderly, volunteers, and guests were present to celebrate
and explore how to enhance the self-efficacy and quality of care through
the application of technology as well as acquiring practical knowledge
and skills, with hopes of alleviating the stress of caregivers.
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Group Training Programmes
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As the Social Welfare Department regularised the Tier 1 Support Services
of On-site Preschool Rehabilitation Services (OPRS) since September 2023,
our multi-disciplinary service teams offer comprehensive support to pre-
school children with different levels of special needs under a school-based : ¥
and integrated approach. Two group training programmes were designed to enhance chlldrens attention and inhibition.
Children can learn to sustain their attention through experiential activities and to manage their behaviour using the ‘Stop,
Think, Do’ skills. Parents were also invited to extend the training at home to consolidate children’s learning, aligning with our
emphasis on ‘Family-based Approach’ and ‘Parent-Professional Partnership’.



15 BhAE | TERRITORIAL NEWS

R#E L CORPS (CHURCH) MINISTRY

(- Kl it _,"z.’.'-'f-n--.n':?.
kA b

1-4 @R As0 RTREGNASEENLABERREHE - KT BDRRIHI - 25 MNBKDREROEABES DS
THR SRS o
Territorial Headquarters hosted the Silver Star Fellowship on 5 February to celebrate the Chinese New Year with parents of
officers. Besides the fellowship and other activities, students from our Catherine Booth Nursery School also joined in the
celebration and presented hymns on the day.
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Kowloon Central Corps hosted
a Commissioning and Renewal
of Local Officers and Guardians
Sunday. Corps Officer Captain
Joyce Lam commissioned three
new local officers and renewed the
covenant of current local officers
on 28 January.
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On 21 January, Tai Po Corps’ 38" Anniversary Celebration
and Queen’s Hill Outpost’s Dedication Ceremony were
conducted at Queen’s Hill Outpost.
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Chief Secretary Major Minny Chan led the prayer at the
Dedication Ceremony.
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Hong Kong Island East Corps distributed supplies in the community
on 13 January, during which corps members also cared for community
members and prayed for their needs.
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The Over 60’s Club also hosted a Chinese New Year celebration on the
same day.
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Chile suffers from Deadly Wildfires
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Chile is suffering from the most lethal wildfires inits %
recent history, with more than 100 dead and hundreds .
missing. The Salvation Army in Valparaiso is part of
the Emergency Commission and is proving hot meals
in two locations and other support to affected families.
And as 3,650 families have lost their homes, The Army
has been requested to provide 50 prefabricated houses,
providing families with a home as soon as possible.
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Cholera outbreak in Zimbabwe and Zambia

r— BEERERASSTRSEL -
A EEewEe T10EsnREEa=
| EREER - HPRMARSECA
BIBAA00A , © MEEHTHOERLR
ZABMREIRI - EREARE
NWRAREGER - SERMIERRTE
BUNEARIE - TEFEERLESE
2KRREREEREIATL o

Eﬁi@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ
Howard Hospital, Zimbabwe
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UNICEF’s report states that in Zimbabwe, ‘more than 20,000 cases
of cholera have been reported across all 10 provinces, with more than
400 suspected and confirmed deaths’. Neighbouring Zambia is also
experiencing a worrying increase in cholera diagnoses. This acute
diarrhoeal disease can Kill within hours if left untreated, mostly affecting
people with inadequate access to safe water and basic sanitation.

Working in partnership with other key stakeholders to support
people affected, and to prevent and control the spread of cholera, is a
key principle for The Salvation Army. The two Salvation Army hospitals
in Zimbabwe are setting up cholera treatment centres, treating up to
20 patients each. In Zambia, The Army is also responding by providing _
soap, chlorine, and other supplies to at-risk communities as well as B H TS — P B R R K 8 1
hygiene promotion and health-awareness measures. Clean water supply at a school in Zambia
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Jesus, Keeps Me Near The Cross
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The refrain of this hymn echoes
the words of the apostle Paul, ‘But
far be it from me to boast except in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
which the world has been crucified to
me, and I to the world.’ (Galatians 6:14
ESV) The stanzas are a prayer that the
Christian would always remember the
redemptive work of Christ on the cross,
and live faithfully in that memory.
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Major Connie Ip
Kan Ming-chun
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Major Raymond Cho
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Captain Joyce Lam
Lee Noi-yan
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Major Samson Cheung
Kwun-wing
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Lieutenant Forrest Lam
Tsoi Chi-yan
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Major Bruce Tam Chun-fai

Hong Kong and Macau Territory Official Gazette
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Corps Officer, Kowloon City Corps
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Secretary for Personnel and
College of Mission Director
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Officer Training College Training Principal
and Literary Secretary
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Corps Officer, Kowloon Central Corps
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Corps Officer, Melody Corps;

Ministry Coordinator of To.gather@ Sam Shing Transitional Housing
and Ministry Coordinator of Divisional Headquarters (additional)
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Hi J-Kids, to rest and revive in this Easter holiday, what will you do? Sleep in,

1\ play video games, or go out hiking? (Just making this list thrills me!)

. Vi

See what King David, head of a country, think about rest: ‘Be still, and know
that I (Jehovah) am God.’ (Psalm 46:10) Besides enjoying the above activities, real
rest comes primarily from entrusting your burdens to God! Is there something you
want to talk to God about?
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