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“At once the angel was joined by a huge
angelic choir singing God’s praises: Glory to God
in the heavenly heights, Peace to all men and
women on earth who please him” (Luke2:13-14)

The Christmas narrative is one full of
imagery that ignites our imaginations and
tantalizes our senses.

We may easily visualize the holy audience
with the angel, the majestic gathering of the
heavenly choir singing, and the spontaneous
response of the shepherds in venturing to
Bethlehem, but in my mind, I am drawn more
deeply into the story. My mind is captivated by
those who missed out on that experience.

There would’ve been other shepherds on
the mountain that evening. Those who were
granted the same audience, who shared the
pageantry of the heavens, but when the
heavenly anthem required a response, they
failed to take hold of the opportunity. They
were:

Too busy to push aside their work.

Too consumed with their own importance
to be distracted.

Too comfortable with their lives to seek
more.

Too lazy to make the journey.

Too tired to make the effort.

Two thousand years on, and we are
confronted with the same excuses being heard
by those who God touches with His presence.
They take in the majesty of the season. They
hear the message declared, yet they are too
busy, too important, too comfortable, too lazy
or too tired.

As we enter this Christmas season, may we
not simply stand in awe and wonder of the
splendour of the angelic choir, but let us join
with the shepherds, and make our way, with
haste, into the presence of the King of kings.
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General Lyndon Buckingham

he scene was a familiar one. A street filled

with festive lights and decorations, music
playing and crowds of people moving along,
taking note of all the Christmas details. Right at
the end was a house that was in relative
darkness, with just a small box containing a
nativity scene set up on the front lawn. Most
people did not even bother to check it out. Most
simply considered the Christmas display was
over before they reached that house. But right
there was a visual representation of the quiet
heart of Christmas. Not a flashy display. Not a
lot of lights and sounds. Just a quiet focus on
the one who is born to be our Saviour.

I sometimes wonder whether it is easy for
us to miss the quiet heart of Christmas. Even
when we are looking at some of the Christmas
story we may miss the central message of it all.
Each of the gospel writers presents Christmas in
a different way. Some might say that only
Matthew and Luke include the Christmas story.
But I want to suggest to you that each of the
gospels brings its own special emphasis.

Mark — possibly the oldest of the gospels —
does not have any birth or infancy stories.
Instead, Mark’s ‘Christmas’ is embedded in the
opening words, ‘The beginning of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God’ (Mark 1:1 New King
James Version). Jesus is shown to be Son of God
from the very beginning. That’s the good news.

John also does not contain birth or infancy
stories, but shows the centre of Christmas
originating in the heart of God. The word made
flesh dwells among us — full of grace and truth.

Matthew opens with a long list of names in
Jesus’ family tree. It’s easy to skip over this and
miss its significance. Included in it are five
women who all showed remarkable faith,
despite that society may have judged them
harshly. Tamar — who tricked her father-in-law
into pregnancy; Rahab - a prostitute who
helped the Israelite spies; Ruth — a despised
foreigner; Bathsheba — an adulteress; and Mary
— an unmarried mother. Each were part of Jesus’
family history. If Jesus will later be shown to
identify with sinners, it’s because it’s ‘in his
genes’. Jesus is connected with people like us
who - despite sinfulness and frail humanity -
show faith. Matthew then makes the connection
with Jesus being Immanuel — God with us, in
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our humanness. All of this happens before the
traditional Christmas characters — the Wise
Men - even appear. They come to find the one
born to be King.

Luke has the angels announcing that
Jesus is the Saviour, Christ the Lord. This is
not given to the people who you would expect,
but rather to shepherds — often considered to
be religious outcasts because of the nature of
their work. For such as these, living on the
margins of society, Jesus comes as Saviour.

Each of the gospels presents a different
view of Christmas. It’s easy for us to become
so engaged with the trappings of the
Christmas story. That may include things that
we have become accustomed to, that are not
even mentioned in any of the gospels. Instead
we can sometimes miss the quiet heart of
Christmas as related in Scripture.

This year, perhaps we can focus again on
what the gospels actually tell us about the
coming of Jesus. One who comes for those
who are sinners and outcasts. One who comes
to be King. One who comes to be Immanuel -
God with us. One who comes to be our
Saviour. One who has existed from all
eternity.

With all the other things that happen at
this time of the year, may we focus our hearts
and minds on the quiet heart of Christmas: the
reality of who Jesus is. The Son of God. The
eternal Word made flesh. Our King.
Immanuel. Our Saviour. Christ the Lord.

With the songwriter, we say ‘O come to us,
abide with us, our Lord Immanuel.’

May God bless you at this Christmastime
and throughout the coming year.

Lyndon Buckingham
General
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Ann Wylie Memorial School Night Market Event

More than 700 students, parents, and community
members participated in Ann Wylie Memorial School’s
Night Market event ‘NMsN@AnnWyllie’ on October 13. In
addition to night market stalls, there were stalls of Hong
Kong milk tea, cotton floss, and popcorn. The school also
arranged various Chinese cultural experiential activities,
such as paper-cutting, sugar art, face painting, and the
immersive XR game ‘Fantasy Dance’ that combines
technology and traditional culture. Students and parents
enjoyed a happy evening and learned more about

traditional Chinese culture through a new experience.
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Autumn School Picnic

As autumn has come, several schools of The Salvation
Army hosted school picnics for students to relax and enjoy
nature. The Centaline Charity Fund Queen’s Hill School,
Lam Butt Chung Memorial School, and Tin Ka Ping School
took students to locations such as the Tai Po
Waterfront Park, Hong Kong Baptist Assembly, Sheung Shui
Community Sports, Inspiration Lake, Tai Lam Country Park,
and Tso Kung Tam Outdoor Recreation Centre for outdoor
activities and inter-class games.
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Shek Wu School Sports Day

The Shek Wu School conducted a Sports Day on 26 October, inviting
student volunteers from SKH Chan Young Secondary School, members of
our school's Parent-Teacher Association, and parent volunteers to
participate. A parent-child-inclusive relay race was conducted to
encourage parents to engage in sports activities actively. With the support
of different parties, the various competitions concluded successfully. Ms
Wu Yuk Ki, Katherine, the Chief School Development Officer (North
District) of the Education Bureau of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region Government, participated in the award ceremony
to celebrate our students' achievements.
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Winning the Hong Kong Boccia Competition for the
Elderly 2023

The Salvation Army Hoi Yu Day Care Centre for
Senior Citizens (HYDCC) and The Salvation Army Tak
Tin Residence for Senior Citizens (TTR) joined the
Boccia Competition for the Elderly 2023, organised by
Helping Hands at Tseung Kwan O Sports Centre on 10
October. There was a total of 20 teams joining the com-
petition and the elderly from HYDCC and TTR won the
Championship and first runner-up respectively. The two
units’ efforts on promoting healthy life and active ageing

were highly appreciated.
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Oral History Project — Recognising Elderly Contribution

The Salvation Army Chuk Yuen Integrated Service Chuk Yuen Children
& Youth Centre and Chuk Yuen Centre for Senior Citizens is partnering with
Hong Kong Jockey Club Centre for Suicide Research and Prevention of HKU
in a three-year Project ‘MIND - Oral History Project in Wong Tai Sin’.
Beginning since 2020, the programme aims at training young people to
record the life stories of the elderly in Wong Tai Sin District in the form of
oral history and create personalised sculptures of them, recognising their
contribution. The elders also provided feedback to the youngsters on their
life experiences, facilitating cross-generational communication.
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The Salvation Army ‘Share-care’ Parents Resource Centre - ‘Support You’
Caregivers Resting Day

The SWD Shatin District Welfare Services and different social service units
launched a Caregiver Support Day in October. In response to that, our ‘Share-care’
Parents Resource Centre organised the ‘Support You’ Caregivers Resting Day on 21
October. A coffee corner and handmade hand cream workshop were set up for the
caregivers. Support booklets and postcards for caregivers prepared by the Army’s
Rehab Services and Social Enterprises were distributed. Twenty-two families
joined the event. As family members and caregivers shared supportive and
grateful words for each other, participants felt loved and supported in the event
and expressed that this event reminded them to take good care of
themselves and of their companions.
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The Chief Secretary Major Minny Chan led a delegation to visit partnering organisations in Shanghai and Nanjing and
conducted discussion forums on 7 to 10 Nowv.
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LOVE - TRUTH - JUSTICE - HUMILITY

RxERI M (E2) BREEEHMENARILE
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Major Minny Chan (second from the left) and Lieut-Colonel
Alfred Tsang (right) with Rev Shen Xue Bin (second from the
right), representing the CCC and TSPM.
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Warmly received by Rev Chen Yi Lu of the Nanjing Union
Theological Seminary and its teachers and students.
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Visiting the Nanjing Amity Printing Co., Ltd. As of the date of
the site visit, the company has printed over 250 million copies
of the bible for domestic and oversea consumptions.
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Presenting souvenir to Rev Geng WeiZhong, representative of
Shanghai CCC and TSPM.

HERESERERAMERLE (A7) REREUE

A group photo of the meeting with Mr Qiu Zhong Hui (second
on the right), Board Chair of the Amity Foundation and
General Secretary Ms Ling Chun Xiang (Second on the left).
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Major Jeremy Lam led the congregation to pray for the
implementation of social services in China at the 9" Macau
National Prayer Assembly on 4 Nov.
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HK Island East Corps hosted an open-air meeting on the
afternoon of 5 Nov (Sunday) at the Siu Sai Wan Estate Open
Stage.
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Tai Po Corps and Queen’s Hill Outpost welcomed its new
Assistant Corps Officer Lt. Patrick Ho (first row, fifth on the
right) on 19 Nov at the Holiness Meeting.
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Tai Po Corps and Queen’s Hill Outpost conducted an
Education Sunday Holiness Meeting on 12 Nov. The staff of
schools in the district — Shek Wu School, Centaline Charity
Fund Queen's Hill School, Tai Yuen Nursery School, and Tin
Ping Nursery School — participated in the Meeting and the
Chief Secretary Major Minny Chan presented the sermon.
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Major Belinda Tso’s Retirement and Thanksgiving Service was held on the afternoon of 19 November at Kowloon Central
Corps. We thank God for leading her service in the past 37 years and 4 months that she served Corps and communities and
saved souls through the Army. To God be the glory!

BERBEOREEHIZER -
Major B. Tso shared the message
at the Service.
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The Chief Secretary presented the certificate of retirement O ZEEEMEERREVKEIK -
to Major B. Tso on IHQ’s behalf. Officers gathered to celebrate Major B. Tso’s retirement.

@ BEHRUEE - FEERRAARKARFAR -

A group photo of officers, soldiers, and family members after the Service.

SHBERIIBISHRFRT40 AFEEFEUNIIBETREIARERE  AEPFBIL T RUEE -
Shatin Corps conducted its 40™ anniversary lunch on the afternoon of 18 November and hosted a Thanksgiving Service on 19
November (Sunday), enrolling six soldiers at the Holiness Meeting.

| BEEREEEEEBEL O (A=)
| Brre

ZEMRRAAZZFE Guests with Corps Officer Major Tammy | B E R RERMEE | :
Guests and the |_Guests and the congregation enjoyed the lunch. | Cho (third on the right) at the Tunch. A A group photo of the newly enrolled soldiers and guests. J&

ERERAAR -
A group photojafter the Holiness Meeting.
T - L




PEEHBRIOA2E2RAFTALNT TEESS - RAMINEFHBFIREET -2 - LEABERIBDPBR
RABEEEE -t BE2ETEERBFSHERBEGMIPE - BRREPERNMEFIFRRBETER -
From 23 to 29 October, the China Development Department held its 2023 Annual Meeting in Hong Kong. Colleagues from
departments in Sichuan and Yunnan gathered to learn about headquarters’ policies and share project experiences. In addition,
they visited community service units and Corps in Hong Kong and Macau, laying the foundation for the future better service
development in mainland China.

o EREMNSRERT ® RHFRMBMMME o MHE "7+, =R EMERIER
Meeting at the Headquarters’ Conference Room The Salvation Army Rosita Yuen Kindergarten The Salvation Army ‘To * Gather’ @ Sam
Shing Transitional Housing

o RFIHERSRIAERY o HIHE (BFI) HEHD o HHFRFIREREFAMIBF L
Participating the Holiness Meeting at Iao Hon Corps The Salvation Army (Macau) Education Centre The Salvation Army Rui Xi Integrated Service
Centre for Senior Citizens
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Hong Kong and Macau Territory Official Gazette

1% # Name $4E# New Appointment 4 34 H 8 Effective Date

BNHIEEE  ERARNEEBITHEIR

B A% Australia Territory Officer appointed as 01.01.2024
Major Glenn Price Secretary for Business Administration U

ENIEEE AR AMIBRERBREET —
- RERBHHA -
T A2 2 e EHNESABSRREE 01.01.2024
ajor Julia Frice Australia Territory Officer appointed as Territorial Protection
Coordinator — Children and Vulnerable Adults, additional
appointment as Spiritual Life Development Secretary

BRERMREHSRZSHNE (M)

Eia B DR International Officer Training and Leader 01.02.2024
Major Raymond Cho Development Council

(addition to present appointments).

iA4E Appointment Change 4 3 B 8y Effective Date

BES DR | IEREI S
Major Alice Law BhAEE BT HSE 01012024

Secretary for Business Administration
appointed as Secretary for Programme

J

ERGAE 2 & Major Connie Ip
ABE ASEE K SECRETARY FOR PERSONNEL

-
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HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

EETNTAESTEINESE - A8REN Containing biblical phrases from Luke,
RBZLEPERLTE  SHMEAEEE B John, and Paul, the text is a curious mixture of

exclamation, exhortation, and theological
reflection. The focus shifts rapidly from

EMEENRE - EHNERAEHEHR > X

- ZRMAE  BEEBCL - RAPWDHENL angels, to us, to nations. The text's strength
AEREXRZBELWIER  MEARRE3 BT may not lie so much in any orderly sequence of
QYRR M E R BHE S AEINEB tlﬁoulght b"lflltl in its 1111§e of Scr11pturedto te?ch its
N N RN ' theology. That teaching surely produces in us a
REERER > WEE " REBRHEE, | childlike response of faith; we too can sing

"Glory to the newborn King!"
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S BEHBERNE S LHRBE?

EREH  RKMENAOE?
% RS ERHBHNER - SERBWUT OB Code.
£

12.2023

Dear J-Kids, whose hirth are we celebrating in Christmas?
Where was this star of the festival horn?

Do you knouw the reason for His hirth?

If so, houw should we respond?

Find out the ansuwers to these questions by scanning this OGR code.
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The ._S’alvation Army
00000000
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128168(7%) 16t December (Sat)
T4 12:30 - 2:00 pm

NEANBES Koﬂoon Park Piazza

DS - BHERST - REFRENRE « HEFN
BEHS > SR - RSB
Christmas Message, Brass band gala, Kids joyful carols, Festive dance,
Youth Street Dance, Gospel Magic, Funny ballon twisting---
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