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Recently, I had the opportunity to travel to
Nairobi of Kenya in East Africa to attend the
International Conference of Training Principals
and had to transfer at Doha, Qatar. It was nice
to have a short break between flights. The Doha
International Airport is enormous - if not for
the clear signage, it would be difficult to find
the connecting flight. The importance of words.

In Exodus 34:1, ‘The Lord said to Moses,
“Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones,
and I will write on them the words that were on
the first tablets, which you broke.” And in 34:28,
‘Moses was there with the Lord 40 days and 40
nights without eating bread or drinking water.
And he wrote on the tablets the words of the
covenant—the Ten Commandments.’ so Israelites
would always remember God’s covenant and
teaching. Words are important in conveying
crucial messages.

May you treasure The War Cry and read
our monthly publication attentively. |-
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Do you enjoy reading? Have you ever read
a page-turner you cannot put down and want to
finish in one go? Some famous writers’ styles,
contents, and storylines are so intriguing that
readers would follow their works closely and
read them repeatedly. These might be fictions,
but readers would still identify with the
protagonists’ emotional journey. If these stories
are true, they will be even more moving.

A brother once told me: ‘Iread an old copy
of The War Cry and found an officer’s testimony
very touching...” T often feel this way too.
Sometimes, I would come across officers’ and
some brothers and sisters’ testimonies on some
old Corps’ quarterly newsletter, previous issues
of The War Cry, or social media about how they
experienced God’s love and mercy, how God
inspired them to start some ministries, how they
struggled through challenges and
overcame them by relying on the strength of
God, God’s calling for them, and the beauty of
brothers and sisters praying, committing to and
remembering one another. These testimonies
are vivid, showcasing God’s mighty power,
faithfulness, and His love for us, which touches
me deeply.

Jesus’ disciple John explained the purpose
of his writing in John 20:31: ‘But these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in His name.” Second Timothy
3:16-17 says: ‘All Scripture is God-breathed and
is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, so that the servant of
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good
work.” The Bible is the words of God while
believers’ testimonies demonstrate how they
experience God’s nature, presence, teachings,
and truth. These texts allow people to learn
more about God and understand God’s love and
teaching, leading them to Jesus Christ. While
people of different generations might encounter
different circumstances, these words can
nonetheless manifesting their effectiveness,
bringing out God’s teachings, comfort, and
encouragement.

We hope you will also record your
testimony and that people will learn about
God’s salvation, love, teachings, comfort, and
encouragement through these written words.
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»BPEECH IS SILVER, SILENGE IS GOLDEN  “ p

Many say people of the modern age are no
longer interested in lengthy text. So, to convey
a message or concept, it would be better to use
more images and the least amount of words. In
terms of facilitating propagation and
communication, I do not disagree with this
idea. We modern man have to accept the reality
that people are less patient with reading in this
age of overwhelming information. But
sometimes, could it be our lack of writing skills
that we did not convey complicated ideas in a
manner that is easily understood, so people are
reluctant to read? In this sense, words
themselves are innocent!

What impact would it have if there are only
images and no words? I recently participated in
the International Conference of Training
Principals in Kenya. During a break, as I was
about to leave the washroom, I bumped into a
lady at the exit. Upon seeing me, she realised
she almost walked into the male washroom. I
pointed out the female washroom on the left for
her. There are signage at the entrance, but they
are only graphic images of a human silhouette,
one thicker and the other thinner. The dim
lights might be why the lady misread the signs.
However, if the signage were supplemented by
words (‘Ladies’ and ‘Gentlemen’), people would
be less confused.

Words are important. In Exodus 24:4,
‘Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had
said’ so Israelites would be clear about the
Lord’s commandments and follow them. The
Bible also mentioned that those words were
written by God himself. In Exodus 24:12, ‘The
Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the
mountain and stay here, and I will give you the
tablets of stone with the law and
commandments I have written for their
instruction. We can see here that God has set an
example for literary ministry.

In the early church era, as Jesus’ disciples
passed away one by one (mostly as martyrs),
disciples thought of recording Jesus’ life events,
teaching, and most importantly, the gospel of
salvation in writing, so Jesus’s life and
instructions would not be forgotten because of
human’s limited memory. The Gospels and the
New  Testament gradually took shape.
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The Bible recorded many text-related
events. Among them, I am very impressed with
John 8. At the time, Jewish leaders saw that
Jesus was attracting many people as he was
teaching at the temple so they brought to him
‘a woman caught in adultery’, asking Jesus to
explain how he would judge this sin. It is
interesting to see how Jesus reacted in John
8:6-11: ‘They were using this question as a trap,
in order to have a basis for accusing him. But
Jesus bent down and started to write on the
ground with his finger. When they kept on
questioning him, he straightened up and said to
them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be
the first to throw a stone at her.” Again he
stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this,
those who heard began to go away one at a time,
the older ones first, until only Jesus was left,
with the woman still standing there. Jesus
straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where
are they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one,
sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,”
Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of
sin.”

If we look at the context, we can see that
Jesus said in John 7:24: ‘Stop judging by mere
appearances, but instead judge correctly.” And
in the story, we see how Jesus practised this.
The scripture showcased how Jesus showed
respect the law of the day while giving the
woman a chance to repent and how he fought
against the legalism of the Jewish society at
the time and the trap others set for him.

Throughout history, many church leaders
made guesses on what Jesus wrote on the
ground that silently shook everyone. John 8:9
says: ‘At this, those who heard began to go away
one at a time, the older ones first, until only
Jesus was left, with the woman still standing
there.” The early priests Jerome (AD342-420)
and Ambrose of Milan (AD340-397) estimated
that Jesus wrote Jeremiah 17:13 on the
ground — ‘Lord, you are the hope of Israel; all
who forsake you will be put to shame. Those
who turn away from you will be written in the
dust because they have forsaken the Lord, the
spring of living water.” See how powerful words
can be!

I once received a sister’s WhatsApp about
an article I wrote for The War Cry years ago
titled, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill
the earth and subdue it’. I asked her about her
intention of WhatsApp-ing me that photo, then
I learned that she had a miscarriage a few
years ago and was heartbroken during that
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B R RS EE R — EEEAR immediately looked back at what I wrote. She
EXHH = =MHa recalled what I said in the article: ‘Having
Fbﬁ%ﬁﬁ"]ﬁ%ﬁﬂjﬂ% - EEARREENTF-H children in marriage is a blessing, but we do
It BRAARAEZBIZHRLD  EABRAR not have to consider ourselves un-blessed if we
nE j(T\ ¢ E3 47 B RS TR LS o are not successful in having children.’

As I write this article, I do not know this
e [, sister personally. I did not imagine the truth I
: s learned from the Bible has become an
encouragement and strength for another sister.
This, of course, is the work of the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, do not neglect the influence of
words or disregard the words that the Holy
Spirit inspires His children to write.
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% & Name $4E@ New Appointment 4 3 H Hf Effective Date
KIiF R E 5 IL2 %
- fURERR BIREREE 19.11.2023
Lieutenant Patrick Ho Janie Assistant Corps Officer of Tai Po Corps and
Queen’s Hill Outpost

NBEERREERFEEE
Assistant Corps Officers of 01.01.2024
Kowloon Central Crops

TEEEEHRR
Cadet-Lieutenant Edmond Lee Ka-ho

\ ) NUBEHR R E B E B B IR
IR DR (REMER  EHRFEME) 01.11.2023

Major On Dieu-Quang (R) Assistant to Kowloon Central Corps Corps Officer

(part-time for two months, voluntary)

iR{K Retirement 4 ¥ H 8A Effective Date

S A AR SR EE
=R H 21X =
Major Belinda Tso Cho Ying-chai ER37FENAEANTREESS 01.12.2023

Presently Corps Officer of Tai Hang Tung Corps
Completed 37 years and 4 months of active service.

i i i
¥t R AR #F Extension of Service 4 %% B BB Effective Date

{£8 Appointment

EERBEIR ANRFEHEEE

Major Belinda Tso ChO Ying-chai Corps Officer of Tai Hang Tung Corps 91.08.2024

E IR HE 2 & Major Connie Ip
AE ASEE K SECRETARY FOR PERSONNEL
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For the full English version of the article,
please access the following QR code:

(Translation from The Salvationist)
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Schools Hosted Events to Celebrate Mid-Autumn Festival

Many schools of The Salvation Army hosted different activities to celebrate the festival with students.
Children of our nursery schools enjoyed mooncakes and fruits. Centaline Charity Fund School conducted a
parent-child Creative Lantern Competition, facilitating parent-child cooperation. Centaline Charity Fund
Queen’s Hill School collaborated with Tai Po Corps and Queen Hill’s Outpost through the Chaplaincy unit to
host a Mid-Autumn Festival party. Activities included lantern riddle games, mooncake tasting, and introducing
legends and customs of the festival. Students from the Lam Butt Chung Memorial School designed lanterns to
decorate the Ma Wan Chung Estate. This encouraged students to take action to care for the community. Besides
a lantern riddles competition, Tin Ka Pin School also conducted a lantern parade and students enjoyed the
activity immensely.
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Asian Games — Time to Enjoy Sports

As the Asian Games commenced, many of The
Salvation Army schools encouraged students to enjoy
sports. Ann Wylie Memorial School hosted an AW with
Asian Game Fun’ day. Events included a student-teacher
torch-passing running activity, an introduction of the
Asian Games, a sports and science lecture, and a
skateboarding demonstration. Centaline Charity Fund
School conducted sports activities so students could
simulate and experience the sports of the Asian Games.
Centaline Charity Fund Queen’s Hill School invited the
Skateboarding Association of Hong Kong to demonstrate
skateboarding to students.
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Embracing New Challenges in Marriage

After the birth of a child, the family enters a new stage, husband and
wife will have to work closer to cope with the challenges arising from this
change. The Tung Chung Family Support Centre organised a series of
marriage enrichment programmes to promote communication, cooperation,
and interaction so couples can gain a better understanding of each other's
expectations of family and marital relationships, improving relationship in

the family.

Lai King Home Outdoor Event

The Lai King Home hosted its first large-scale
outdoor event — ‘See you Again in Mid-Autumn
Festival’ — since Hong Kong resumes normal after
the pandemic. Over 160 service users, their family
members, staff, and volunteers participated in the
event. Firstly, they visited the M+ museum
together, enjoying the art and the view around the
area and taking many photos with their loved
ones. The group then moved on to enjoy dim sum
for lunch. The event ended with suprise gifts,
which left the participants feeling excited and
satisfied. They all look forward to the next
outdoor event.

NESBEE - BEREERBEE IS - TALOHAIE®SHE
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Chronic Disease Self-Management Programme — ‘ALOHA’ Sports Camp

In response to the ‘Chronic Disease Self-Management Programme’ (CDSMP)
of The Salvation Army Senior Citizens Services, our Senior Citizens service units
collaborated and hosted a Sports Camp themed ALOHA at Wu Kwai Sha Youth
Village on 6 September. Participants included Service Units in the community
group leaders under the programme and other elderly who are interested in the
programme from different service units, totalling over 230 people. The camp
encouraged participants to actualise self-management and commit to living
healthily in the new normal environment. ‘Aloha’ is a Hawaiian word meaning
love, affection, peace, compassion, and mercy, and it is commonly used as a warm
greeting and celebration for the happy moment and sportsmanship.
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Po Lam Residence — with skills and love, we enjoyed endless conversations.

oﬁ%mﬂﬁmﬁ

Tak Tin Residence — showing care to open their hearts.

Since the pandemic eased at the beginning of
the year, the Community Care Ministry of the
Divisional Headquarters has been busy, providing
training to prepare our brothers and sisters.
These include the Care Home Visit Training
(titled ‘Lovingly Step into the Elderly’s Other
Home’) in March and two Community Care
Ministry Members’ Training sessions in July.
Twenty-nine brothers and sisters put their loving
hearts and these skills to practice on 24
September — led by pastors and officers, they
visited The Salvation Army Po Lam Residence for
Senior Citizens, The Salvation Army Tak Tin
Residence for Senior Citizens, and The Salvation
Army Nam Shan Residence for Senior Citizens as
three separate teams.

Working with the government-required
anti-pandemic policies, brothers and sisters
stepped foot in these homes after a long time to
sing hymns with and care for the elderly,
spending an afternoon full of love with over 30
elderly residents there.

BAUREZR E

@ AREENAELRRAD

Nam Shan Residence — caring with love.
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Kowloon City Corps hosted a trip to the Lady MacLehose
Holiday Village in Sai Kung and had an outdoor Sunday
Service on 15 Oct.

EFER1082R 8776 AFFLE TAtLife, o
Wanchai Corps hosted its 76th-anniversary concert ‘A+Life’ on
2 Oct.

6-8.

IMRBREEERAEIR (A=) R10A22BME
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Major Belinda Tso (left 3), Corps Officer of Tai Hang Tung
Corps, conducted a Child Dedication for Woo Yat Wan in the
Holiness Meeting on 22 Oct.

NEBEBR D BIN10 A 1B R 14BIERBE T REFF
YT =NREREERENT —EK -
William Booth Corps enrolled 2 soldiers and welcome a
recruit on 1 Oct and enrolled a soldier on 14 Oct in the
Community Worship at Tung Tau Estate.

11
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(JESUS) SAID TO THEM, ‘LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME TO ME.. ’ ’
(Mark 10:14)
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Three junior soldiers enrolled in a Thanksgiving Holiness
Meeting .

We thank God’s grace that in 2020 we
have planted West Kowloon Corps in a
kindergarten so more children can know about
Jesus Christ’s love at a young age. It was called
So Uk Corps Plant at that time. Only Major
Tony Ma and I were there to kickstart the
collaborative evangelistic ministry of the Corps
and the school. Due to the severeness of the
pandemic, we could only distribute supplies at
the school and the community, serving and
caring for the community. We prayed that God
would inspire more brothers and sisters to
walk an extra mile to spread the gospel with
us.

In April 2021, we were officially renamed
as West Kowloon Outpost and hosted our first
parent-child Sunday Service. As more people
were joining us, we invited more brothers and
sisters to serve here on temporary or long-term
basis.

Thank God for answering our prayers! In
October 2022, eight soldiers were sent here,
and we were recognised by the Territory as
West Kowloon Corps. We just conducted our
first-anniversary celebratory Holiness Meeting
on 15 Oct. We now have around 50 in our
congregation, including 15 soldiers, 6 recruits,
5 junior soldiers, and 8 dedicated babies. May
God continue to use us to nurture for this
spiritual family and spread the gospel in the
area.
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Southern Africa 140" anniversary celebrations marked by
global leaders

International leaders General Lyndon Buckingham and
Commissioner Bronwyn Buckingham received a heartfelt
welcome of its joyful music and dance on their visit to the
Southern Africa Territory in September 2023, celebrating its
140™ anniversary.

During their visit, the leaders held meaningful dialogue
with ecumenical and government leaders, emphasising the
importance of aligning with God’s purpose and dedicating
efforts to serve communities. Later, at a ceremony, a territorial torch, ignited by the divisional
leaders, was officially inaugurated by the General, commencing of the 140th-anniversary congress
and symbolising a longing for God’s divine power. Highlights of the congress included a musical
production exploring the Salvation Army’s history in Southern Africa, street ministry, and a joyful
march of witness, bringing spiritual renewal and deepened commitment to God.
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Salvation Army representation at Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation

Together with 1,000 international delegates, Commissioner Vibeke Krommenhoek (European
Ecumenical Officer, International Headquarters) attended the 13™ assembly of the Lutheran World
Federation in Poland, from 13-19 September. The assembly meets every seven years. Each day,
different elements of the assembly’s theme (One Body, One Spirit, One Hope) were unwrapped
through Bible study, lecture, and small group work. Bible studies and lectures were given by
eminent speakers from around the globe. The programme also included a moving excursion to
Auschwitz, where so many perished during the Second World War.

To conclude the assembly, an ecumenical panel from seven Christian world communions shared
insights on the road to reconciliation. Topics chosen for the next seven years include climate justice,
social justice, and gender justice. The assembly affirmed the gift of unity in diversity and the call to
serve the neighbour.
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Miriam M. Richards (1911 — 1989)
KFES - BEZ (1911219894 )

ERRLH  hEEE RS TLESE—F The author said that this song was written
B o i A 1086 AN I LA B B at a time when she was required to work in a
i very difficult situation. In 1986, describing

& the circumstances, she wrote:
"IRIETE AN BRIV - FIBE I was returning by train to an
FHYXRAMBE  MEREELAEABIENEHE appointment not altogether congenial. Family
B-TED KA — A EELERBEENAE A and friends were left behind and adjustment
%)%EET%E/]ZQPQ,'% ﬁﬁmﬁﬁgﬁﬁ/’]_%gﬁ_ﬁg had to be made to what lay before. I had

spoken of my unhappiness to the friend who
had seen me off at the station and some words

BRERNEEE - RFAKEBRMEE "TEXFE

g&'ﬁ BEATH  ARBUTEE T HEME she had said lingered in the mind. I began to

 FECBEEESERARNESR 5:5%7\ rough out the lines Just where He needs me’
ﬁw?ﬁiup WEHER > MEEADHR and I seemed to be given the answer to my
RTHE kR E BT A E T EhEES o questioning, and the larger outlook of the

verses followed. This song which marked the

Ty A U rededication of my life has been blessed
EERBFRN193BELIA - £ (AEE around the world — more than any other I have

LPOHEBA) B TBEBER ) LENE B written.
R/ (BLEBFTEZR) °

Entitled Just where I am’, it was
published in The Musical Salvationist,
November 1938, on ‘The Soloist’s Page’.
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With the usage of words comes a special learning difficulty in the modern age -
dyslexia. So, is there something uwrong with the words or just with us? Neither - I
helieve it is so that we can understand that every human being is unique and embrace
diversity and be inclusive.

General ly, we have tuo uwecknesses: failure to listen closely and forgetting uwhat
one heard. In fact, our memory is limited, so it is important to supplement it with
words. Unfortunately, modern humans might not have the habit of reading, but only skim
quickly on smartphones, focusing on images and feeling impatient with words. Can we
withstand this modern culture and bhuild the habit of reading?
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L 23 . 0.
Major Belinda Tso Choi Ying-chai

W EHEPE Proclaimer of the gospel
HFEH : 37EEA

Serving Period: 37 years and 4 months

o 19/11/2023
BM R4 3:00 PM

3 Venue

B U b e B A
The Salvation Army
Kowloon Central Corps Hall

JU T ol P b L L1 1 R — R
1/F, 11 Wing Sing Lane,

Yaumatei, Kowloon
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