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Colonel Deslea Maxwell
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Territorial President of Women’s Ministries

his month we celebrate one of the most
important Christian celebrations — Easter.

Easter is that time on the Christian
calendar when we are reminded of Christ’s
sacrificial death and resurrection so that we
might accept the greatest gift ever given -
eternal life.

As I have been reflecting during the Holy
season of Lent, my thoughts have often
journeyed to those final days when Jesus
approached Jerusalem with Calvary on His
mind. He was mocked and beaten before being
led away to Calvary where He was nailed -
both hands and feet — to a cross. He was
tortured beyond what a human being could
endure. Christ suffered to secure our salvation:
the forgiveness of sins and the assurance of
eternal life.

As I picture those scenes in my mind’s eye,
I am reminded that we live in a world of
suffering. We live in a world of trouble and
war. We live in a world of self-centeredness
and greed. We live in a world of pain and
deceit. And whilst that is reality, we also know
the joy of having a relationship with our living
Saviour who claimed, and continues to claim,
the victory, for neither death nor the grave,
could hold Him.

As one writer once put it: ‘We are Easter
People ... who live in a Good Friday world as
“visitors”.” As ‘Easter People’, even in the
middle of all the circumstances of life, we have
a reason to praise God. For we know that this
world is not our home, but we have a home
awaiting us in heaven.

When Jesus rose from the dead and
appeared to His disciples, they were overjoyed,
and through their testimonies, the early church
was born.

I am praying that despite the circumstances
in which you find yourself today, you will know
Christ’s resurrection power that is available to
you daily (Romans 8:11). And through your
testimony to His power at work within you,
others will encounter Jesus and the joy and
power He gives.
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his Easter comes as Salvation Army leaders

from around the world have been called
together to elect a new General. The privilege
of serving in the role of international leaders is
now coming to an end for Commissioner
Rosalie and me, and we seek to complete what
we had set out to do. Soon we will need to say,
‘It is finished’.

So when I reflect on Easter, I am drawn to
the words of Jesus on the cross: ‘It is finished’.
But how much more profound are those words
on Jesus’ lips as recorded in John 19:30. His
earthly life and ministry — the greatest of all
human lives and the most far-reaching of all
ministries — was complete.

It is finished

But the words ‘It is finished’ take on yet
deeper meaning when we consider that Jesus
spoke them in his own language of Aramaic, so
the word he wused indicates complete
submission — completed before he died. In
Christ, God-who-could-not-die voluntarily and
completely submitted to becoming human. In
so doing he experienced pain, suffering and
death itself. Paul echoes this in Philippians
2:5-8 (NRSV) when he writes, ‘Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness. And being found
in human form, he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death — even death on a
cross.” Jesus clothes himself with our humanity.
He understands us. He experienced the
extremity of a public execution with all its
humiliation. His identification with us in the
human experience - including pain, suffering
and death - stands completed.

It is finished.

When John later wrote his Gospel in
Greek, he recorded ‘It is finished’ as the last
words of Jesus, using a word from the world of
finance meaning ‘paid in full’. So the
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evangelist reminds us that, in Jesus’ complete
submission, he paid the debt of sin for all
humanity. On the cross, our account has been
paid in full. Paul connects ‘paid in full’ with no
longer counting our sins and the important
emphasis of reconciliation through the cross.
He describes this in 2 Corinthians 5:19 (NIV):
‘God was reconciling the world to himself in
Christ, not counting people’s sins against them... .’
Sin is no longer the issue - the only thing of
importance is how we will respond to a Saviour
who has paid the account in full.

At the start of the year, I affirmed the
‘once and for all God’. In Romans 6:10 we read:
‘The death he died, he died to sin once for all;
but the life he lives, he lives to God.” God’s
provision for us began with a new covenant,
commencing with the cross. Once and for all.
Paid in full. Hebrews 9:28 reminds us that
Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins
of many, including us, while John 1:29
proclaims, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world’ (ESV). That is my sin,
and your sin.

In the truth that Christ died once and for
all, there is also the truth that he lives, and
because he lives, we can live also. This is the
essence of the Easter message. No matter what
comes, the truth of God’s action on our behalf

remains rock solid. No matter what comes, we

are safe in his hands and fully aware of his
provision. No matter what comes, we can live
as ‘more than conquerors’ and ‘overcomers in
the midst of all things’, because his grace is
sufficient and he is faithful. Romans 5:8 says:
‘But God demonstrates his own love for us in
this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us.” It’s done! For once and for all time ... and
that changes everything.

It is finished

Commissioner Rosalie joins me in sending
you warm Easter greetings.

Brian Peddle
General
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Hong Kong and Macau Territorial Leaders’ Welcome and Installation Ceremony

The Territorial Leaders’ Welcome and Installation Ceremony for Colonels Philip and Deslea
Maxwell was held on the afternoon of 12 March at the Hall of the William Booth Secondary School.
The event was conducted by Korea Territorial Commander Commissioner Man-Hee Chang and Korea
Territorial President of Women’s Ministries Commissioner Stephaine Chang. We were honoured to
have Rev. Wong Ka-fai of the Hong Kong Christian Council offering the prayer of dedication. We are
also grateful to members of the Advisory Boards, partners, staff at our headquarters and other units
for joining the Salvationists at the gathering.
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Tsuen Kwai Corps and William Booth Corps Songsters
presented a vocal item.

REBFFEREE
The English Speaking Corps’ Timbrels Praise
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I believe we shall win
‘ﬁgilt in the strength of (he King

WHEREEERIEH
The Worship Group from Kowloon East Corps
and Wanchai Corps led the congregational song
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Hong Kong Staff Band’s selection

T2 3R P A% T R M AV F SR A EK B T s
Commissioner Stephanie Chang prayed
for our new leaders.

iR & BRP S TR RS
Commissioner Man-Hee Chang conducted
the Installation Ceremony.

E RiE AN S
Rev. Wong Ka-fai offering the
prayer of dedication.
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Colonel Deslea Maxwell responded to
the welcome speech.

EPNEREHRBHRIZER
Colonel Philip Maxwell shared a
message at the ceremony.
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To celebrate the World Day of Prayer on 3 March, officers and staff at the Territorial Headquarters participated in a worship
service at the chapel of the Kowloon Central Corps.

On 4 March, officers and soldiers participated in the World Day of Prayer worship service held in the Rosary Church, Catholic
Diocese of Hong Kong, organised by the Hong Kong Christian Council.
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The Army’s Moral and Social Issues Council conducted an Major Samson Cheung of the Melody Corps accepted 2
LBGT Faith-based Facilitation Dialogue on 17 February, recruits at the 7th Anniversary Holiness Meeting on 5 March.
discussing issues of sexual relations. The congregation then took a group photo. v
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Promptly Reacting to Maintain Food Supply for Students

As its lunchbox supplier halted its lunch services from 20 to 21 February, Centaline Charity Fund School
quickly responded to minimise the impact on its students from grass-root families. With the sponsorship of Pei
Ho (Ming Gor) Charity Foundation, the school was able to continue to provide lunchboxes for students and
maintain full-day teaching.
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Ann Wyllie’s 35th anniversary and Tongue Twister Competition

In celebration of Ann Wylie Memorial School’s 35th anniversary, the school’s English Panel held a
tongue-twister competition. Students worked hard to practice different tongue twisters and actively
participated in the heat of the competition.
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Award News

Wong Pak Hei and Lee Hok Him from 6A of Centaline Charity Fund Queen’s Hill School was the
Champion team of the Inter-school Molkky competition, and Kwok Ling Yi from 6B was the second runner-up.

5G student of Tin Ka Ping School, Shum Tsz Hong Alpha, won the P5-6 Solo Verse Speaking Champion
of the 10* Pengcheng Cup Recitation Contest (51245 25 + /& BAFH X&) while Huang Wing Yiu from 5G won
the P5-6 Solo Verse Speaking Champion of the 6™ Hong Kong School Cultural and Art Festival.

Cheung Ho Chi Hubert from 5H of the same school
won the Poomsae Champion at the Tuen Mun Youth
Taekwondo Competition.

At the Hong Kong Special Olympics, P6 student
Wang Ka Ki and S6 student Zhuang Wing Chuen from
the Shek Wu School won the 100M and 200M champion
respectively. Three S6 students from the same school
were awarded the Applied Learning Scholarship,
organised by the Law’s Charitable Foundation and the
Education Bureau.
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Showecasing Caregivers Support Services at the Social Service Expo

TSA ‘Share-care’ Parents Resource Centre and ‘Care about you’ Project were privileged to be part of
the Hong Kong Social Service Expo 2023, introducing our caregivers support services. We had the chance
to share how to enhance caregivers’ self-care and the importance of building quality breathing room for
caregivers. Guests from the business sector gained a better understanding of the circumstances of
caregivers and are willing to support us with resources or manpower. Furthermore, the event led to
discussions of future collaborations with other NGOs and educators, hoping to serve families in need
holistically.
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YMT Healthy Hubs Brings Yau Tsim Mong
Community Together

Funded by Community Investment & Inclusion
Fund, the YMT Healthy Hubs aims to strengthen
community bonding. ‘Organic Vegetable Bazaar’
was organised to respond to the need for healthy
food in the community during the pandemic. We
connected the Kowloon Central Corps (Church) and :
Yaumatei Integrated Service for Young People’s basketball team to conduct basketball and
Christmas Carolling activities, spreading the gospel in the community. Also, the project recruited
volunteers for a darts programme to promote sports and the concept of cross-generational integration.
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Elder Learning Clubs’ Calligraphy and Digital Photography Exhibitions

The Salvation Army Tai Po Multi-service Centre for Senior Citizens hosted calligraphy and
photography exhibitions for its Elder Learning Clubs at Tai Po Arts Centre during 9-10 February 2023 and
23-24 February 2023 respectively.

Through displaying these artworks, the events aimed at sharing the learning experiences of our
members in the Elder Learning Clubs and promoting the concept of life-long learning and elders’ sense of
worth. Eighty-seven pieces of Chinese paintings, drawings, calligraphies, and 49 photos were showcased.
The events had over 600 visitors, and they were all impressed and touched by the talents and potential
of these elders.
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Blessed are the Peacemakers

On the first anniversary of the Ukraine war, we pray for the
bereaved, the dispossessed, and for the safe return of
families torn apart by the conflict. The Salvation Army
responded to around 160,730 individuals in need in many
ways, with 85 humanitarian projects in 11 different countries.
Seventy-four pallets of food, hygiene items, clothing,
bedding, generators, water filters, and other electrical
equipment have been transported into Ukraine.
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The 2023 Salvation Army High Council commencing on 18 May 2023

Recognised as a deeply spiritual occasion, the High Council offers the international leadership
of The Salvation Army the opportunity to elect the man or woman to lead the Army for the next five
years. The public welcome to the High Council and farewell to General Brian Peddle and
Commissioner Rosalie Peddle will be held on 20 May 2023 in London. Free tickets for this event will
be available on a first-come, first-served basis.
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Kigali Genocide Memorial Centre

International Leaders Visited Rwanda and Burundi

General Brian Peddle and Commissioner Rosalie
Peddle visited Rwanda and Burundi in mid-February.
The leaders toured the construction site for the officer
training college and the Kigali Genocide Memorial. At
the command concert and celebrations, the General
enrolled 95 soldiers. Many knelt at the mercy seat in
response to the international leaders’ message, ‘Flee,
follow and fight’, based on 2 Timothy 2:22.
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Love has conquered - evil vanquished,
Love in triumph reigns supreme.

We, who once in darkness languished
Have the lights of freedom seen.

Love, God’s nature, came revealing
Bringing gain where once was loss,
Making mercy all-appealing

Through the anguish of the Cross.

Love has conquered — O so tender

Is its touch on every heart,

Granting heavenly peace and splendour,
Bidding sin and stress depart.

This is love that shares each burden,
Lifts the scales from anxious eyes,
Speaks the healing words of pardon,
Tells of Christ, the heart’s true prize.

Love has conquered — death defeated
In the tomb where Christ was laid.
Calvary’s aims have been completed;
We can face death undismayed.

Not for him, or us, sin’s prison,

God has rolled the stone away.

Love has conquered! Christ is risen!
Evermore is Easter Day.
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EMPOWERMENT
PROJECT

......

stEl B #

Project Period

=1 21 2023 HELPING HAND PROJECT 2/4-30/11/2023

Zimbabwe And Botswana Territory
Empowering Girls Through Awareness,

REHERERR MG Conversation and Education
FBHEE., HEEMIET  Empowered today . Leading omorrow o

BMUEF E i E ﬂ Fundraising Target
rSRERE-- BXGEE, %$60,000
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FREAETEE L 0 Bt I L AT I 188 Y F B L2 %
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BHEEZER o RSRER

The purpose of the project s to create Project Beneficiaries
awareness, have conversation, and educate ]
young girls through gathering. To empower Pre-teen girls from rural areas
girls to be better individuals and become Local Leaders at the Corps
leaders and see they are valued. and School 17
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" The Salvation Army

Hong Kong and Macau Territory
United Good Friday Meeting “Road to the Cross”
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Road to the
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7/4/2023
EHH Friday
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TIME

26
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The Salvation Army Kowloon Central Corps Hall
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