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When I consider the star that was a
significant part of the first Christmas story, I'm
reminded that scientists view the stars in the
sky very differently than I do. For instance, they
use light years to measure the distance of the
stars from us on earth. A light year is the
distance light travels in one earth year, so about
5.88 trillion miles (or 9.46 trillion kilometres).

The sun is our closest star and is some 93
million miles away. So, the sun’s light takes
about 8 minutes and 20 seconds to reach us,
meaning we see the sun as it was more than 8
minutes ago. The next closest star to us — Alpha
Centauri- is some 4.3 light years away, so when
we view this star today, we see it as it was 4.3
years ago. It’s as if we are looking back in time.

This means that the Magi written about in
Matthew 2:1-2 would have seen a star whose
light was beaming before they could even see it.
And yet, God used that star to lead them to
Jesus: ‘Where is the newborn king of the Jews?
We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to
worship him’ (Matthew 2:2 New Living
Translation).

Jesus came to be the Light of the World. He
came to shine his light in darkness - our
darkness, the darkness of this world. We read in
Isaiah 9:2 (New International Version): ‘The
people walking in darkness have seen a great
light; on those living in the land of deep
darkness a light has dawned.” This was
prophesied long before Jesus was born.

Are we talking about light years when it
comes to Jesus? No, I don’t think so, because
the Bible tells us he is the alpha and omega -
the beginning and the end. He is as much a
bright light today as he was at the beginning of
time, or when he came to the earth to take up
residence and ‘move into the neighborhood’
(John 1:14 The Message).

The General’s Christmas Message 2022

Jesus is not constrained by time. He is the
‘light of the world’ (John 8:12) and shines light
into the darkest places of our troubled world,
bringing change. The Light has come! There are
no light years that can separate us from this
Light. He is here, he knows us, and we can walk
and talk with him now. His purpose in coming
was to be with us, but he has been, and always
will be, with us.

If you do not know him already, you too
can know this Light of the World. His name is
Jesus, and he came to the world to bring about
transformation. If you are seeking change, seek
Jesus. If you are living in a dark place in life,
seek him who is the Light of the World.

For those who already know Jesus, he
reminds us that we are light in the world. In
Matthew 5:14 (The Message) we read: ‘You're
here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in
the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're
going public with this, as public as a city on a
hill.’

May you be a source of light in your corner
of the world this Christmas, as you bring the
Light of the World to others!

May God richly bless you throughout this
Christmas season!

Brian Peddle
General
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Family Fun Day during the National Day holiday

TSA Centaline Charity Fund Queen’s Hill School hosted a Family
Fun Day on 1 October. Parents and students enjoyed a fun day of
sports, games, and an Art x Game workshop of Nagomi Pastel Art,
sharing memorable bonding time during the holiday.
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Chinese Culture Day and Diversity Sports Experience

Hosted by TSA Lam Butt Chung Memorial School, their Fun Day featured different traditional Chinese
games to introduce Chinese culture to students. The students also had the opportunity to experience the latest
sport technology such as AR/VR that are designed for students to stimulate their learning experience. The
School also extended an invitation to TSA Rosita Yuen Kindergarten to share the programme with around 20
families.
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Award News

3 teams of students from TSA William Booth Secondary School participated in
the Hong Kong Inter-school Environmental Wind Turbines STEM Creative Design
Contest 2022 and won the 1% and 2™ runners-up in the category of the Highest Power
Generation (Secondary Schools). E5 student Zhang Yan Yuet from the same school
won the Gold Prize (Senior Classes category) in the Chinese Secondary School
Student Essay Competition.

\‘\ P2 student Liu Ka Ching from TSA Tin Ka Ping School won the Gold Prize
AT (Group) in the Hong Kong Schools Street Dance Battle 2022.
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SKY Integrated Rehabilitation Services

World Health Organization (WHO) Caregiver Skills Training (CST) is Hong Kong’s first training
programme specifically designed to support and upskill caregivers of children at the age of two to six
diagnosed with or suspected of development delays and/or autism spectrum disorder. WHO-CST is an
evidence-based programme developed by WHO and Autism Speaks and later localised in Hong Kong by the
Faculty of Social Science of the University of Hong Kong. It is effective in enhancing parent-child
communication and reducing children’s inappropriate behaviours.

Our clinical psychologist and social workers from the SKY Integrated Rehabilitation Services were
trained and qualified as WHO-CST Master Trainer and Facilitators respectively. Our team has conducted
over 60 group sessions of the WHO-CST programme and 150 individual parent-child coaching sessions at
the units, serving over 50 pairs of parents and children.
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Carer Month 2022 — Movie Sharing Session for Caregivers

In response to “The Carer Month”, The Salvation Army Carer's Association organised the captioned
event on 15 October. Carers were invited to watch Caregivers ~ Thank God You're Here, a movie about
caring duties. It served as an opportunity for carers to be released from their busy lives. Enjoying the leisure
moment with our 230 participants, the event also aimed at affirming the dedication and contribution of the
carers.
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TSA school social services

The COVID-19 pandemic has adversely affected children’s happiness index. In response to the happiness
and stress levels of students, TSA school social services launched a series of programmes to enhance students’
happiness and promote self-awareness of mental health in primary schools. The programmes include ‘Back to
School Party’, ‘Birthday Stars’, ‘No Homework Day’, and ‘Mental Health @School’.
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Hong Kong Island East Corps
commissioned Corps Cadet Guardian at
the Holiness Meeting on 23 October.
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Hong Kong Island East Corps awarded
certificates to 3 Corps Cadets who
completed the Corps Cadets Course at the
Holiness Meeting on 23 October.
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The William Booth Corps enrolled 4
Corps Cadets at the Holiness Meeting on
23 October.
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The William Booth Corps enrolled 1
Soldier at the Holiness Meeting on 20
November.
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The Union of Christian Evangelical
Churches in Macau invited Iao Hon Corps
(Macau) Worship Team to lead the
praising session during the “2022 Macau
Wedlock Day” Worship Service on 12
November.

RFEEENIIB 2088 TREEXHERZE -
Iao Hon Corps (Macau) held the Elderly
Sunday Holiness Meeting on 20
November.
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Women Ministry of Melody Corps Hannah The Shatin Corps enrolled 3 Soldiers at
Fellowship held a charity walkathon for the Holiness Meeting on 13 November.

the Helping Hand Project on 23 October.
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Hong Kong and Macau Command Official Gazette

EE Officer f£75 Appointment 4 3 B H8 Effective Date
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aj(;(rani};ﬁle(:)?l Q Training Principal, Director-College of Mission &

neong Editorial Officer (additional)

EEE LR ANERTEEES 01.02.2023
Captain Linda Fung So-ling Corps Officer of Kowloon West Corps e
_ RBKREFEE
FREFALR - RFTEE LR BRI EE
P . = A
Captain Gideon Yue and : 01.02.2023
o e oa, Corps Officers of Tung Chung Corps and
Captain Alice Yue Lee Choi-king : .
Corps Officers of Wan Chai Corps
BEREREIR ANEFEHEEE
Major Belinda Tso Choi Ying-chai Corps Officer of Tai Hang Tung Corps 01.02.2023
WHESK  WEEAOK EEBUREE
= = /B 21X
Major Peter Cho Kam-wah and EXBEHEEE 01.02.2023

Major Cho Mol Tiai-ehing Corps Officers of Tsuen Kwai Corps

iR {K Retirement

= B SEH33ENAMEANEREESSE
Major Tommy Chan Completed thirty-three years and 01.12.2022
Hi-wai four months of active service
(SR SR s ERIBFFNEHEESS
Major Helina Chan Completed thirty-three years and 01.02.2023
Lee Siu-king six months of active service
ERRIR ERIBFFNEHEESS
Major Tony Ma Completed thirty-three years and 01.02.2023
Kin-tung six months of active service
\_ e
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The General celebrates 15 Years of Salvation Army Mission in Greecel

On 14 to 16 October, Retired General André Cox and his wife, Commissioner Silvia Cox, returned to Greece
to celebrate 15 years of Salvation Army mission in the country. At a reception, the General spoke about The
Salvation Army’s commitment — rooted in the Christian gospel — to serve the marginalized, highlighting the
amazing work undertaken by the Army at the height of the refugee crisis. In the evening, people from diverse
backgrounds gathered to worship God at a celebration event and gave thanks for the work in Greece. At the
subsequent Sunday service, General Cox spoke about God’s call: ‘God’s message to The Salvation Army in Greece

is, “I have chosen you”, and we cannot get alongside people if we do not have God at our side.” The weekend was
a stimulating, faith-building time that encouraged participants to look to the future.
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Kenya Territories Tackle Drought Crisis

Not only is it facing extreme drought and a food security crisis, but Kenya is also suffering from poor
harvest and the rising cost of grain due to the war in Ukraine. The number of people enduring crisis or emergency
levels of food insecurity in Kenya has more than doubled in just a year. Schools are badly affected because the
cost of feeding students has risen sharply. Also, people are struggling to pay school fees, so many children have
to drop out.

The Salvation Army is launching a ‘Food for Fees’ initiative to provide food to schools to feed students, and
in return, the schools can cut school fees in the knowledge that they no longer have to find funds for school
meals. This solution benefits the children, their families, and the schools while encouraging parents to keep their
children in school.

As farmers are facing the most urgent difficulties in The Kenya East Territory, The Salvation Army is
planning to provide relief food that will enable farming communities to survive until the next rainy season.
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Lt. Colonels Bob and Wendy Lee
= FHAMLK R FRFH LK

B Hi DATE
18/12/2022

BRI TIME
T4 3:00 p.m

#h 25 VENUE
BBIGIE/NEKE
BEMNCZBELF=BRIEE
NEEEITEE80®

Li Sze Lim Auditorium (Block K)
Chieng Han Chow Memorial Building
in Pui Ching Primary School

80 Waterloo Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong

HIEBASERREMEH
Admission by ticket only.
For more information,

please contact the corps
or units for details.
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