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Lieut-Colonel Bob Lee
Officer Commanding

The word sincere comes from two Latin
words sine cera literally meaning with ‘no wax’.
In ancient times potters would sometimes take
wax and fill in the gaps in their broken or
cracked pottery. Then they would paint over the
wax and sell it. The only problem was that
when someone bought this pottery and put
something hot in it, the wax would melt and
the content leak. Good potters distanced
themselves from such practice by saying that
their pottery was ‘sine-cera’, meaning it was
pure with no wax. Likewise, our love must not
have cracks in it, or waxed that is simply a
cover-up. In this regard it means that a sincere
person is one who is not hiding his true nature
by hypocritical words or actions.

The Greek word equivalent is where we
get ‘hypocrisy’, and it literally means ‘with
mask’. In the days before elaborate facial make
over, Greek actors would carry tragic, comic, or
melodramatic masks in front of their faces to
signal the role they were playing. So, the Bible
is saying that those who love are not to be
playing a role or wearing a mask but rather are
to be genuine.

Psalm 55:21 is very descriptive of someone
wearing a disguise: ‘His speech is smooth as
butter, yet war is in his heart; his words are more
soothing than oil, yet they are drawn swords’.

Friends, one of the charges often leveled
against us as Christians is that we’re hypocrites.
The only way to change this charge of
counterfeit Christianity is for each of us to
practise sincere love in our attitudes and in our
actions. Or as Peter puts it in 1 Peter 1:22,
emphasising the need to demonstrate ‘sincere
love for one another, love one another deeply,
from the heart’.

In Romans 12:9-16, Paul gives practical
advice about what it looks like to love God and
love others in sincere love. Because love is the
supreme quality of a Christ-follower, Paul
begins with love at the top of the list, like he
did in Galatians 5:22: ‘But the fruit of the Spirit
is love...” It must be real! If it is insincere then
it carries ulterior motives and is still all about I,
ME and MYSELF!
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Insincere love (or selfish-love) is all about
what benefits me and myself. I may try to act
graciously toward others, but deep in my heart
I may be more concerned about myself above
others. Paul says, Keep it real! Don’t fake it!’

Paul describes the manifestation of
‘Sincere Love’. Sincere love as being devoted
and caring enough for one another, to step up
beside them and walk with them.

* Sincere love is protective (v9) -
Caring and leading others towards
good

e Sincere love is devoted (v10a) -
Desiring the best for others

* Sincere love is unselfish (v10b) -
Honoring others above us

* Sincere love is generous (v13a) -
Sharing with people in need

* Sincere love demonstrates hospitality
(v 13b) - Practising genuine hospitality

* Sincere love responds kindly to
mistreatment (v14, 17, 19-21) -

Not seeking to get even

* Sincere love shows empathy (v15) -
Feeling for one another

* Sincere love values peaceful
relationships(v16,18) -

Seeking peace for all

* Sincere love is humble(v16) -
Willing to associate with the least and
lowest

Unfortunately, human nature is more
prone to tear down, than it is to build up. We’d
rather kick people than labour in love with
them and for them. Thus, First Corinthians 13
will be to us the perfect vaccine to inoculate us
against selfish love.

Sincere love does the right thing for the
right reason! Do you love others sincerely?
How are you doing in your love expression to
one another? How are you doing at expressing
love to those who don’t return it?

Let the words of Jesus be our daily
witness, ‘Your love for one another will prove to
the world that you are my disciples’ (John 13:35
NLT).
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Epidemic Aid Packs Donation and Packing

With the donation of 45,000 RAT kits and $750,000 supermarket
cash coupons from BEA Charity Fund, an employment opportunity
was created. Service users from TSA units were hired to pack and
deliver 15,000 epidemic aid packs to Social Services units and corps.
Social workers and occupational therapists from PATH Centre invited
service users with high-functioning autism who are participating in
individual vocational plan to take part in the above-mentioned tasks.
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‘How to say goodbye to our loved one?’ Sharing Session

Many patients suffered from COVID-19 passed away. There were more restrictions on handling the
funeral and burial arrangement than before, making many people unable to bid proper farewell to their
loved ones. The Salvation Army Palliative Care in Residential Care Homes for the Elderly organised an
online sharing session themed ‘How to say goodbye to our loved one?’ on 25 March, where a psychologist
was invited to share the bereavement care of unexpected deaths and the project social worker shared the
things to note on funeral arrangement. More than 250 workers of social welfare sector and pastors
participated.
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‘Hope Giving Pack Delivery’ Programme
Yaumatei Integrated Service for Young People responded the
programme ‘Hope Giving Pack Delivery’ by liaising with donors in community
and working together with Kowloon Central Corps to deliver timely support
for the infected and quarantined families in Yau Tsim Mong district. Staff and
volunteers provided home delivery including fresh food, vegetables and
anti-epidemic supplies, and made phone calls to follow up their recovery,

supporting the grassroots families to overcome the fifth wave epidemic.
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Primary Schools Resumption of Face-to-face Classes
The Army primary schools resumed face-to-face classes in end
April following the Special Vacation. The Salvation Army Lam Butt

Chung Memorial School gave out RAT kits to the students (above). The Salvation Army Centaline Charity Fund
Queen’s Hill School students attended the morning meeting led by the School Chaplain (below).
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WBSS Supports DSE Students

To help students prepare for the coming DSE, The Salvation Army William Booth Secondary School
offered online lessons and mock exams Q&A sessions during the holiday. The School also prepared a series of
support measures to help students release their stress and emotions, including filming encouraging videos,
providing material packs, and offering counselling students in need.
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Outreach COVID-19 Vaccination

The Salvation Army Tin Ka Ping School arranged outreach COVID-19 vaccination service for students.
The School also invited nearby kindergartens to join. 30 students from the School and about 100 students
from 10 kindergartens participated in the first injection held on 13 March. The second injection was held on
19 April.
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Online Learning for Students

Our Pre-school Education Service compiled a new
set of homework, learning videos and activity materials to
support students’ home learning during the Special
Vacation.
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FRESIEND  RESBOEESENEYE  BYESSFEESHBEEERACIEEEREAL -
We thank our donors for their loving donation of anti-epidemic supplies and cash vouchers as a
simple way of ‘Doing Something’ shared through our Corps Officers and comrades.

1.

MEBRTERKEIKE "NAOB . TRRE
EXRAEL -
William Booth Secondary School Chaplaincy
gave out ‘Encouragement Packs’ to this
year’s DSE students of the School.

MERBETIRABFENRE @ WMBFAK
William Booth Corps visited and distributed
supplies to elders in need.

3-4.

5-6.

BERESEE TREK280ERMER &
BEABENEERE -

Mighty Oaks Foundation Limited donated
280 food packs to Melody Corps, distributed
to singleton and doubleton elders in the
neighborhood.

BEERBEMTRNEYED BHEEIMEK -
Officers and staff members were busy
organising the supplies for distribution at
Corps.
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7-8.

WHEB M EBAGREBEE -
Shatin Corps gave out anti-epidemic packs
to the local community.

9-11.

FERRAE [ T A A Bl 8 B A
BIHNEREL T - WAMMAES -
English Speaking Corps reached out
and prayed for the comrades as well
as Overseas Filipino Workers in the
streets and parks.
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A joyful welcome in Liberia for International
Leaders

General Brian Peddle and Commissioner Rosalie
Peddle (World President of Women’s Ministries) arrived
in Liberia to a warm and colourful welcome from a
congregation of more than 300 Salvationists,
studentsand teachers. The visit continued to the Liberia
and Sierra Leone Command Headquarters and officers
training college where the world leaders had a briefing
session with the command leadership and enjoyed a
guided tour of various departments.
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International leaders celebrate with Latin America North
Territory

The people of the Latin America North Territory rejoiced
at being joined in a congress, with the international leaders,
General Brian Peddle and Commissioner Rosalie Peddle as
visiting guests. The General and Commissioner enjoyed many
triumphant displays of singing and dancing. During this time
of worship, over one hundred seekers passed to the altar for
salvation or consecration, with some Salvationists present
offering for Salvation Army officership.
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Earth Day Exhibition @ IHQ

The latest show in the International Headquarters
public exhibition space was dedicated to Earth Day (22
April), God's creation and transformation, showcasing the

power of a tiny seed, about a Salvation Army garden project
in the UK, and about a story Jesus told about someone who
planted seeds. The exhibition ran until 3 May.
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The donation from this appeal

will be used to support the
International Self-Denial Fund b

and Mainland China ministries.
A
/

=\
=y

SELF-DENIAL-
LIVE IT ouT
O

RCEH Self-Denial Appeal

M7 -mo i ZE&8H LT ‘Self-Denial - Live it Out’

Virtual Walkathon

H[EBARIEER CHQ Altar Service /,

s 1R &2 BS o -
S 2783 2323 FiEEHMDE ; thBY ST -
X ds@hkm.salvationarmy.org HMiEKEE - (BRE19:17)

SRasalietmnanmy.oigg Whoever is KIND TO THE POOR lends to
B RCEE) the LORD, and he will reward them for
ﬁ The Salvation Army Self-Denial Appeal [=] ¢ what they have done. (Proverbs 19:17)
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