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March has been a challenging yet touching
month. As the coronavirus pandemic continued
to rage on in Hong Kong, every day we saw an
increased number of confirmed cases, and the
Salvation Army’s services have experienced
a manpower shortage when our colleagues
were infected with the virus and there was
a significant increase in physical, mental and
spiritual needs of our service users. Despite all
the challenges facing us, I remain thankful to
God for He is the source of our strength. ‘We
love because he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19) He
first loved us with his great love of salvation, a
love that unites us closely to the Lord Jesus
Christ whom we rely on. How blessed we are to
have Jesus in our lives!

I express my sincere gratitude to all staff
and colleagues of various departments. Apart
from taking care of the needs of our service
users, our frontline colleagues also care about
people with special needs in the community.
Whether working from home or in office, our
supporting staff have been working and liaising
tirelessly, giving our frontline colleagues the
strongest support possible. During this time full
of difficulties and challenges, our colleagues
did not back away from their responsibilities.
Rather, we have activated our support network
and worked with one accord, striving our best
to find various resources to provide relevant
supplies and emotional care to all those in
need.

I also give thanks to all colleagues who
have remained steadfast in their positions.
When some of our colleagues were infected and
no substitute workers were available, our staff
have walked the extra mile to cover for one
another across various sections of services.
Everyone is making great efforts in fulfilling
our mission of serving the community. A
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colleague said after recovering from COVID,
‘'m so sorry for all the troubles I've brought to
everyone.’ This is indeed not necessary. We are
thankful when our colleagues fully recover and
continue serving with us together. A colleague
shared with me that he was so tired that every
night when he got home, he just fell into the
sofa and sometimes fell asleep right away. But
our colleagues know well they must stay strong
to support one another and continue serving
and helping the people in need. I respect all my
colleagues from the bottom of my heart!

Thank you everyone for trusting and
supporting The Salvation Army. Thank you for
partnering with us in helping those in need
without discrimination and bringing them
warmth and love. I also thank all family
members of our colleagues for their support. A
colleague told me that her family asked her,
‘You go to work every day. Aren’t you afraid of
being infected?’ ‘I’'m not afraid! The Lord Jesus
keeps me safe,’ she told her family. On hearing
this, I'm deeply moved. Indeed, our Lord Jesus
Christ is the true God who has conquered death
and resurrected. He is still alive today. He is the
Lord who keeps us all safe. He is our mighty
fortress and almighty God. May God establish
the work of our hands and bring his blessings to
more people.
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My greetings to you as we recognise and
celebrate Easter 2022.

The Apostle Paul made the following
affirmation in chapter 1 verse 16 of his letter to
the church in Rome: ‘I am not ashamed of the
gospel, because it is the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes’. And I join
Paul in declaring my fearless confidence in the
truth, power and need of the gospel message of
Jesus Christ.

Easter and the preparatory time of Lent
provide us with an opportunity to enter into the
salvation story of God in an immersive way. It
is important to remind ourselves of the
foundational and overarching story of the
gospel that is at the heart of both our spiritual
reality and the mission of The Salvation Army.

Wherever you are in the world, whatever
your age, no matter your circumstances, the
gospel of Jesus Christ is good news and is
directly applicable and relevant to you. The
gospel encapsulates God’s love for and choice
of you; it communicates the provision of grace,
mercy, forgiveness and reconciliation; it
contains the power of resurrection and promise
of eternal life; it is the all-encompassing story
of Scripture that continues to be lived out in
our lives today.

For those who are more than familiar with
the events of Easter, there may be the danger of
taking a blasé approach to Holy Week, but I
encourage all of us to focus on Easter 2022
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The General’s Easter Message

with fresh eyes and expectation. Jesus is still
the Saviour of the world. He is still the Way
that leads to God.

Today’s world is a melting pot of cultures,
faiths, viewpoints and practices. Some people
propose we de-emphasise the harder parts of
the message, but it is the essence of the
good news that makes the forgiveness of sin,
the path of repentance and the reality of
Heaven possible for each of us.

The gospel has something to say. It brings
hope, and offers an eternal dimension to impart
a message that is desperately needed. Yes, we
need to find relevant and respectful ways to
communicate the gospel in our context, but
there is no need for us to lose confidence in or
shy away from the saving grace of God, made
manifest in Jesus. If we don’t take the
opportunity to share this message at Easter,
when will we?

Salvation Army, this is your moment to
share the gospel with everyone - in every and
any way you can. And may you know the
presence of the risen Christ as you do so.
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Collecting Wishes @ Chinese New Year

The Salvation Army Palliative Care in Residential Care Homes for the Elderly organised an online
program ‘Collecting Wishes @ Chinese New Year’ on 17 February. More than 100 elderly members coming
from over 10 NGO units shared traditional customs of Lunar New Year, showed their nostalgic belongings
to recall the good old days and made new year wishes. The participants stayed at home and shared their
personal wishes and warm blessings, passing care and concern with each other.
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SKY Family and Child Development Centre

In facing the fifth wave of epidemic, the cluster has suspended most of the face-to-face services to
protect users from exposing to virus and being infected. There are different modes of support include real
time online training groups, home training programmes and educational video plus worksheet. ‘SKY” hopes
that SEN students can receive support and keep on equipping essential development skills in difficult
times, at the same time their caregivers can relieve stress.
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‘Do Something Emergency Support Scheme’

To support grassroots families and the elderly who are under home quarantine, Chuk Yuen Children and
Youth Centre and Chuk Yuen Centre for Senior Citizens launched the ‘Do Something Emergency Support
Scheme’ to mobilise the community to provide support to those families and elders diagnosed with
Coronavirus Disease. By delivery of donated materials, such as protective equipment, Rapid Antigen Tests
kits, fresh food, and provision of care services, families and elders in need can receive appropriate support to
meet their daily needs and no longer feel lonely.
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Pre-School Education Services

After the Lunar New Year
holiday, K3 students of our
Pre-Schools received a lot of red
packets. Our teachers used stories
and activities through online lessons
to introduce to students a preliminary
understanding of the uses of money:
to save, spend and donate. Students
also learnt from their sharing that money comes from their parents’ hard work, so they must cherish what
they have, and be thankful to their parents. In addition, students began to discover the different banknotes
and coins in Hong Kong.
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TSA Centaline Charity Fund School

Teachers and students of the School have online
lessons starting from 14 January. Although they cannot
have face-to-face lessons, teachers use different kinds of
teaching methods to teach the students and maintain
communication with students through videoconferencing
platforms.
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Award News

Secondary 4 students of The Salvation Army William Booth
Secondary School joined the Project Light for home visiting
program jointly organised by Police Community Relations of Wong
Tai Sin and Hong Kong Playground Association. They were awarded
with The Most Considerate Award and the Third prize of Proposal
Reporting Award.
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As the pandemic remains severe, various Corps and service
units continue to respond to needs in the community:

CORPS (CHURCH) MINISTRY

1-2.

3-4.
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Hong Kong Island East Corps gave out face
masks to cleaners in the street and joined
hands with Chai Wan Integrated Service for
Young People to deliver supplies to families
in need.
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Kowloon Central Corps and Yaumatei
Integrated Service for Young People jointly
delivered supplies to households of
confirmed cases at the door.

EXRHHOESXIEAETRLA
Tsuen Kwai Corps gave out face masks to
cleaners working in the neighbourhood.
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Wanchai Corps gave out
supplies to people in need.
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Major Alice Law Wei-fong Pro tem oversight of Recycling Programme

(additional)

17.03.2022
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The Salvation Army responds to the Russia and Ukraine Crisis

The Salvation Army is responding rapidly to the urgent needs of
displaced people who have been impacted by the unfolding Ukraine-
Russia conflict. In Moldova, Romania and border towns of Ukraine, The
Salvation Army officers, staff and emergency teams are supporting the
large influx of refugees from Ukraine through the provision of free
temporary accommodation and access to Wi-Fi, food and hygiene items,
with particular support to women, children and older people, as well as
displaced people. The Salvation Army in Russia provided essential items
to those affected. In Poland, relief parcels are being prepared for the
anticipated arrival of 100,000 Ukrainian refugees per day. Salvation Army
leadership and response teams in Slovakia and the Czech Republic are
also assessing and preparing vital aid for the certain flow of displaced

people.
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Retired General John Larsson Promoted to Glory

General John Larsson (Retired), The Salvation Army’s 17%
international leader, has been promoted to Glory from his home in
Bromley, London, 18 March 2022. Retired General John Larsson’s impact
upon this world has been immeasurable and we thank God for every
opportunity for ministry the Lord enabled him to share. General Brian
Peddle, the spiritual leader of the Salvation Army paid tribute, saying:
‘We mourn his passing, but we celebrate the gifts he shared with us, his
leadership, his music, his Christian character and his example to us all.’
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M any people in Myanmar were affected by the Covid-19 and political crisis. It affected them not only physically,
but also emotionally and spiritually. People lost their family members and jobs. There were no school, no more
proper income, fired houses and burnt down villages. The Salvation Army aims to provide trainings to its women

leaders on how to encourage, support and build up emotional well-being for the people in Myanmar. &
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PLEASE SUPPORT the Helping Hand Project in support of The Salvation Army

Emotional Well-being Training Project for People in Myanmar.
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