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But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that
is to say, is not a part of this creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and
calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining
eternal redemption. The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on
those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. How
much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may
serve the living God! For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who
are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom
to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. (Hebrews 9:11-15)

M editate
Do we truly persevere in our ‘service’ that is pleasing to God? The circumstances in which
we live are the venues where we can ‘serve’ God. Our every experience and moment are
essential factors for pleasing God. To ‘profess his name’ is not just an ideal and a slogan, but
something we are to live out. Only with such a persistence in life will we truly understand the
greatness of Christ’s precious blood and how our lives can turn around.

P ray
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and
entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way
of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. They
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we
would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.
Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell you,
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if
it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who
hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow
me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was
for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!” Then a voice came from
heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The crowd that was there and heard
it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, “This voice
was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince
of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up[g] from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. The crowd
spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Messiah will remain forever, so how can
you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?” Then Jesus told
them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the
light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where
they are going. Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become
children of light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them.
(John 12:20-36)

M editate
Those who do not believe in God do not believe in light. They live in darkness. After the Lord
left the world, the world belonged to the non-believers as darkness reigned (Luke 22:53), so
darkness would overtake those who do not believe, and whoever walks in the dark does not
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know where they are going (John 12:35). So while we have the light, believe in the light and
remember our friends in darkness and guide them to become sons of light.

P ray
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be
for us the means of life: Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ, that we may gladly suffer
shame and loss for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance
the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For
the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that
you will not grow weary and lose heart. (Hebrews 12:1-3)

M editate
The introduction of Hebrews ‘solemnly’ tells us: Whatever our situations, we shall not forget
God reigns from the beginning to the end. That is to say: Nothing can surpass the boundaries
set forth by God. Nothing can surpass God’s authority! Hence, let us rely in faith this God,
who ‘at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers,’ and who
has ‘spoken unto us by his Son’ Jesus Christ. Fellow Christians, how can we be shaken and
not stand firm in our faith?

P ray
Lord God, whose blessed Son our Saviour gave his body to be whipped and his face to be
spit upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the sufferings of the present time, confident of the
glory that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them
to the end. The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas,
the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things
under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up
from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that,
he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the
towel that was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are
you going to wash my feet?” Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but
later you will understand.” “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered,
“Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just
my feet but my hands and my head as well!” Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath
need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every
one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every
one was clean. When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned
to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example
that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these
things, you will be blessed if you do them. (John 13:1-17)
When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him.
If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. “My
children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews,
so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. “A new command I give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:31b-35)
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M editate
God is our Lord. He has set us humble example to serve each other. Our Lord has also given
us a new command: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
Today in the house of God, how do our Lord’s examples remind us to serve and love each
other? In what aspects can we improve and make progress?

P ray
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, set us humble example to
serve and love each other. May our church and we be blessed as we follow His teaching this
way in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, and who now lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable
to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way,
just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence,
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:1416)
During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent
cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of
his reverent submission. Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered
and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.
(Hebrews 5:7-9)

M editate
For the believers in the times of Hebrews, they need to know ‘victory’ is possible when
they rely on this ‘high priest’. For us today, while facing all sorts of temptations, shocks and
challenges, do we still affirm such ‘victory’?
Hebrews says it well, ‘Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.’
Christ is the Son of God and also our high priest. He is full of honour and glory. And yet, He
experienced ‘sufferings’, ‘learned obedience from what he suffered’, and ‘made perfect’. He
demonstrated his loyalty to God. Do you remember ‘shame and guilt’? God (the Giver) has
crowned us (the recipient) with glory and honour. So, how do we give back to this great and
loving giver?

P ray
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus
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Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death
upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

58

16 A

pril

2022

R ead
Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple
of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he
came and took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had
visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five
pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen.
This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At the place where Jesus was crucified,
there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid.
Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus
there. (John 19:38-42)

M editate
After becoming a Christian, have you ever been afraid or reluctant to show others you are a
believer of Christ for some reasons? How can you change this situation, so that you have the
courage to admit that you are Christian, or even testify to others?

P ray

Christ our God, your love is poured out in death for our sakes. Hold us in your embrace as we
wait for Easter's dawn. Comfort us with the promise that no power on earth, not even death
itself, can separate us from your love; and strengthen us to wait until you are revealed to us
in all your risen glory. Amen.
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Let the whole world knowJESUS HAS RISEN!!

EASTER SUNDAY
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