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“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone slaps you on one
cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt
from them. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not
demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you. “If you love those who love
you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to
those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. And if you lend
to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to
sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to
them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be
children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just
as your Father is merciful. “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (Luke 6:27–38)

M editate
In this bible passage, Jesus used many everyday life examples (29~30, 37~38). Most
of these examples are special case scenarios, but extreme illustrations are often more
impressive and clearly highlight the key points. Therefore, we should not simply explain
them literally and think we can only practise the teachings in such extreme situations, that
‘being hit and not fighting back’ is the only way Christians should respond to violence (see
Acts 16: 37~39, 22: 25~29, etc.). Jesus used this approach to encourage His followers to
reflect on the application of these two principles in various situations. Let us ponder how we
can live out these two principles in the modern world scenarios. How can we treat others by
not repaying evil for evil and without asking for returns. Stand for peace in places without
peace. Be a channel of peace in the name of the Lord.
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P ray
Let your Spirit, O Lord, come into the midst of us to wash us with the pure water of repentance,
and prepare us to be always a living sacrifice to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees
sit in Moses’ seat. So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what
they do, for they do not practice what they preach. They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and
put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger
to move them.“Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries
wide and the tassels on their garments long; they love the place of honor at banquets and
the most important seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted with respect in the
marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others.“But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you
have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you
have one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one
Instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you will be your servant. For those who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.
(Matthew 23:1–12)

M editate
Are we placing too much focus on our outward fame and neglecting our actual service? May
God help us to follow Him closely with a humble and cautious heart. May we be pragmatic
in serving the church, serving one another to glorify God and benefit man.

P ray
O God, you willed to redeem us from all iniquity by your Son: Deliver us when we are
tempted to regard sin without abhorrence, and let the virtue of his passion come between
us and our mortal enemy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and said to
them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief
priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over
to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to
life!” Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down,
asked a favor of him. “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two
sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.” “You don’t
know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?”
“We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit
at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have
been prepared by my Father.” When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the
two brothers. Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you.
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever
wants to be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:17–28)

M editate
May God help us to be willing to humble ourselves to be servants for all and to take up the
ministries of the church. Let us not waste the spiritual gifts God has given us.

P ray
O God, you so loved the world that you gave your only- begotten Son to reconcile earth with
heaven: Grant that we, loving you above all things, may love our friends in you, and our
enemies for your sake; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every
day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat
what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. “The time
came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man
also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw
Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity
on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because
I am in agony in this fire.’ “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you
received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted
here and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has
been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone
cross over from there to us.’ “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my
family, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this
place of torment.’ “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen
to them.’ “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they
will repent.’ “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not
be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” (Luke 16:19-31)

M editate
The parable of Lazarus and the rich man aims to point out the convertibility brought by
the Lord’s Good News. People back then might not believe in this life-converting ability,
but it did not stop those being abandoned from regaining the goodness created by God.
In God’s eyes, all children of God can be converted by the grace of God.

P ray
O Lord, strong and mighty, Lord of hosts and King of glory: Cleanse our hearts from sin, keep
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our hands pure, and turn our minds from what is passing away; so that at the last we may
stand in your holy place and receive your blessing; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall
around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to
some farmers and moved to another place. When the harvest time approached, he sent his
servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one,
killed another, and stoned a third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first
time, and the tenants treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They
will respect my son,’ he said. “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This
is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance. So they took him and threw him out
of the vineyard and killed him. “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those tenants?” “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and
he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest
time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our
eyes’? “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given
to a people who will produce its fruit. (Matthew 21:33–43)

M editate
The Lord Jesus used the parable of the vineyard to describe how rebellious and disobedient
without faith the Israelites were. How they disregard the fact that God has chosen them as
the chosen people and example for other nations. Not only did they fail to accomplish their
mission, they even ill-treated and killed the prophets God has sent to exhort them. At last,
they even killed the Son of God.
What fruits did God allow the Israelites to harvest? Today, what fruits does God allow you to
harvest? What are the troubles you come across in giving your share of the crop at harvest
time?
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P ray
Grant, O Lord, that as your Son Jesus Christ prayed for his enemies on the cross, so we may
have grace to forgive those who wrongfully or scornfully use us, that we ourselves may be
able to receive your forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. When he was
twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. After the festival was
over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but
they were unaware of it. Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then
they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him,
they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him in the temple
courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone
who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw
him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this?
Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” “Why were you searching for me?”
he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand
what he was saying to them. Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to
them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and man. (Luke 2:41-52)

M editate
Pray that God will help us not to use the Word of God to sugarcoat religion, or as a tool to
deceive ourselves and use others. Pray that we really can use the Word of God in response
to this generation and serve the people for God, at the same time laying a foundation of this
heavenly treasure for our next generation.

P ray
O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to be the guardian of your
incarnate Son and the spouse of his virgin mother: Give us grace to imitate his uprightness
of life and his obedience to your commands; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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