£ o
L\’A !

— H

ARMYESCENE '

EEoEmoE s
B B R H E T

HEALING FAMILY WOUNDS AND
RESTORING THE BOND
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Share CNY blessings and spread love further

Chinese New Year is an important traditional festival for our community. During the new
year we celebrate with our friends and family, and receive blessings and red packets from
elders; it is also a good time to pass on love with others in need and share the festive joy
and warmth with them.

Every year, The Salvation Army and our corporate partners visit the elderly in need to help
them clean their home and to offer them gift packs, wishing them a delightful new year. The
Army also organises Red Packet Charity Sale and Lai See Donation Appeal, which will support
our community care services to go further and bring smiles to the disadvantaged community.

(E(S> AT Army Scene Bimonthly Newsletter MR R EETH (HEE) AHE -

2022 $—HA 1tissue 2022 For free subscription, please contact:

. it E R E R SEEN SR

tR Publisher Corporate Communications and Fundraising Department
HHE The Salvation Army Hong Kong and Macau Command

The Salvation Army SBAICARTHKES 118

4247 Editorial Team 11 Wing Sing Lane, Yaumatei, Kowloon, Hong Kong

RSN RESEE B:E Tel: (852) 23324531

EEE Email: info@hkm.salvationarmy.org

Corporét'e Communications and {BEL Fax: (852) 2332 4286
Fundraising Department #8E Website: https://salvationarmy.org.hk
SRt RENRI Design & Printing Kt EREFRAE R JEE &R

d creation All Rights Reserved. Not for Sale.



RO ERRREDARNRE
LISTEN AND RESPOND TO THE NEEDS OF
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When a family breaks up, it affects all members - parents
may need to handle new parenting issues, and children
may need to deal with the trauma they suffer due to their
parents' separation. According to the results of 'Research
on Relationship between Hong Kong Divorced Parents
Co-parenting Pattern and the Physical and Psychological
Wellbeing of their Children' released by Hong Kong
Family Welfare Society in 2016, the greatest harm to the
children comes from the experience of being amidst their
parents' conflicts.

In this issue's story, Chun (alias) and his younger brother
suffered from emotional turmoil as they were unable
to sort out their feelings induced by the conflicts and
divorce of their parents. The family atmosphere was
tense. Chun's mother has been wearing two hats as both
mother and father, and she was stressed out as she felt
guilty for her decision to divorce, which had hurt her sons'
feelings. Thankfully, the mother and sons came to know
The Salvation Army. Through the 'Love-athon@Home',
Enhancement Project Supporting Children from Divorced
Families of the Army's Kowloon City Family Support
Centre, they gradually coped with their hurtful feelings
brought on by the separation, remedied their relationship
and rebuilt their family bonding.

Parents play a huge role in their child's development. They
should listen and respond to their children's deepest needs
before it is too late. In 2020, Kowloon City Family Support
Centre made a short video in two parts with the title 'Bridging
the Gap with Love' which exactly echoes this message. We
invite you to take some time to watch the video, and learn
more about the situation of separated families.

B F ok 3

910N 5,1011p3



HEALING FAMILY WOUNDS AND

RESTORING THE BOND

Z 18 & Y 3 4
JﬂZE)L%S’\]@E




KEBHEIRE » A5 —FMFLABKEZ T ABER - EF
ETRNRE - ERKERMARIRES HIRRME - EEEEER © I
T st ER AH > 1991 £ 2019 FABBERECRETIEM > B 1991
F0Y 6,295 R EFE 2019 121,157 R » KT BMHEXE > mE—H
BIEIES » & (16R) IBHEAY X IBEBEHREMUERHAETEN
BT BIREFRES - BEEHHUENEEREZEDL BEREH
A REESBNER  EMPIZAERSHE 0 EMHE > gRR
88Tt °

Families are the basic units and foundation of a society, and it is
the ideal for many people to build a family with their partners and
have children together. However, marriage can crack for many
reasons, sometimes to a point that it becomes irremediable.
According to the survey by the Census and Statistics Department,
divorce cases increased every year from 6,295 cases in 1991 to
21,157 cases in 2019; nearly every one married couple in two ended
up divorced. When the mother of Chun (alias) separated with her
partner, she had to take care of Chun and his younger brother, who
were young and had special needs, all by herself. It was a difficult
experience and thanks to the support from the Love-athon@Home
(Enhancement Project Supporting Children from Divorced Families
Encountered Single Parental or Parental Absence), a children
support programme from The Salvation Army Kowloon City Family
Support Centre, the mother and sons found their way out from the
pain, restored their family bond and made a new start.
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After receiving game therapy for less than 6 months, the emotional health and behaviours
of Chun (left) have improved a lot. His mother (right) was gratified for her decision to accept
help from The Salvation Army, and she is confident that she is able to create a new chapter
of life with her sons.
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Family broken apart due to differences in parenting approach
Due to the differences in parenting approach, Chun's mother
separated with her husband in 2018. At first she thought she
could play the roles of both mother and father, but the boys had
emotional issues one after another. Chun, the older son, was
full of rage and did not trust others due to his father's abuse
and abandonment; his younger brother, who did not experience
these directly, missed his father and thought that their father
left because Chun was not being good. Their difference in
attitudes towards their father has made them argue a lot and
blame each other. They did not open themselves to outside and
lashed out at their mother when they got emotional, causing a
lot of conflicts and quarrels among the family. Their mother was
particularly stressful in taking care of them, and she felt guilty
and regarded herself as a failure because it seemed that her
decision of having a divorce has hurt the boys. The mother and
sons were in great tension, finally leading to a breakdown of the
mother, who felt so hopeless.

Accepting help and healing family relationship

When a friend first suggested Chun's mother to seek help
from The Salvation Army, she did not take action, thinking
game therapy was just for fun and could not actually solve her
family issues. As time went by, the atmosphere in the family
has become so bad that she was finally willing to give it a try,
bringing her children to join the Love-athon@Home Project.
Together they started the journey of healing family relationship.
The social workers from the Project recalled that when they
first visited Chun's home, they found the atmosphere was
unsettling. Chun was nervous and alert to the presence of the
social workers; he showed contradicting emotions - he wanted
to make contact with social workers but he shouted at them. As
for Chun's younger brother, he has bottled up so much rage and
was unable to relieve it.
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After separating with her husband, Chun's mother
was so guilty for the emotional issues of her sons.
Miss Tai, the social worker from the Centre (Left),
helped her to remove her self-imposed guilt and
restore relationships with her sons. The family has
found new hope for life.
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Through game therapy, the emotional health of the brothers
has improved a lot in less than 6 months. Through games like
roly-poly toy game and role playing, social workers guided the
boys on how to handle their sentiments towards their father
and to relieve emotions. Chun became much less impulsive
and regained confidence. He has even become a well-behaved
class monitor at school, with his performance recognised by
teachers. For the younger brother, at first he just vented his
emotions by punching the roly-poly toy during the therapy
sessions, and later he had great improvement in emotional
intelligence and became willing to share his thoughts with
social workers. Both of them have learnt to respect and accept
each other's opinions, and they argued much less afterwards.
They have also built great trust and bonding with social
workers, who have become their friends. Social workers also
helped Chun's mother to re-evaluate her relationship with
her ex-husband and the change in her role as a carer. They
helped her to work with the relationship with her sons and get
rid of the guilt. The wounds of all three healed gradually and
together they moved forward and adapted the new family life.

'| am grateful every day for being able to greet each new day
with my sons. If there hasn't been the guidance from The
Salvation Army, our family may still be living in a plight today,’
said Chun's mother as she looked back to the old days. She
was gratified for her decision to accept help from The Salvation
Army. Now the brothers have started to build connections with
outside gradually, and the mother has found confidence and
courage for the future. This is not an easy process, and is 'a
miraculous transformation’ according to the mother. 'We three
are family and we are one,' Chun says this to his family from
time to time, a sign that the three will eventually walk out from
the shadow of the family separation. The Salvation Army will
continue to walk by their side, supporting them as a strong
unit. Together they move forward with courage and create
their own new life.
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Chun's mother holds her son's hand tightly. The family is grateful to be able to restore their relationships and adapt a new life.
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The Love-athon@Home (Enhancement Project Supporting
Children from Divorced Families Encountered Single Parental
or Parental Absence)

The Project aims to support children and parents of separated
families, by intervening family situations in a timely manner
through professional counselling and outreach approach and
providing appropriate support to help them to cope with the
changes. By counselling and support services, the Programme
works on helping with the emotional and behavioural issues of
children whose parents are separated, and increasing their self-
recognition and self-esteem. The Project also guides parents on
how to help their children adapting the new family changes and
to build a positive environment for the growth of their children.
The Project currently provides services in Kowloon City, Kwun
Tong, Wong Tai Sin and Yau Ma Tei, and has served over 253
families* in the past 3 years. In this Chinese New Year, we invite
you to join us in supporting the separated families and helping
them to heal relationship.

* with 365 children



BRASFBIRBM

| would like to make a one-off donation of:
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| would like to become a monthly donor, by making a monthly donation of:
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(Regular donations paid by credit card will be charged automatically to your card until further notice.)
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to receive any communications or fundraising mailings from us: please mark /1 in the opt-out box.
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Remarks: Your personal data collected will be used for issuing receipts, communications, fundraising and conducting surveys for The Salvation Army. If you do not wish
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Two TSA kindergartens nurture and care for young children
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In the past years, The Salvation
Army has opened two kindergartens,
namely Rosita Yuen Kindergarten and
So Uk Kindergarten, serving young
children in Tung Chung and Sham
Shui Po respectively. To celebrate their
inauguration and services, opening
and dedication ceremonies were held
in the two kindergartens respectively.
Rosita Yuen Kindergarten was opened
in 2019 thanks to the generous support
by donor the Yuens Family. For their
support to TSA educational services
we express our sincere gratitude. So
Uk Kindergarten has received good
feedback from the local community
since its opening in 2020. The two
kindergartens are dedicated to holistic
development of students, providing
parents and young children with a
loving atmosphere, and passing on the
spirit of Educare with Christian Love.
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TSA William Booth Secondary School Cycling Team races
with Hong Kong cycling legends
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SHKP Cycling Academy Opening Ceremony cum Training Centre Launching Ceremony was held at TSA
William Booth Secondary School (WBSS) on 15 December 2021, with SHKP Executive Director Mr Adam
Kwok Kai-fai and legendary cyclists Mr Wong Kam-po and Ms Sarah Lee being the guests of honour.
Members of the WBSS Cycling Team, being also the members of the Cycling Academy, grasped the
opportunity to race with the two renowned cyclists. WBSS believes in the potentials of every student.
The school encourages students to participate various physical and arts activities and hopes that with

continuous training their potentials can be unleashed and shine in the respective fields one day!
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TSA Heng On Integrated Vocational Rehabilitation Services
celebrating its 30" Anniversary
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Our Heng On Integrated
Vocational Rehabilitation
Services has celebrated its 30"
anniversary. Over these years,
our trainees have made many
breakthroughs and achieved
many firsts: building their
own brand of Saori products,
having their multiple talents
showcased across Hong Kong,
and winning awards in various
competitions. We are grateful

for the support to our centre
from various sectors.

As online shopping continues
to grow, Heng On service has
started operating a self-pickup
point in the centre last May,
making it more convenient for
the local community to pick
up their purchases. Trainees
help at the pickup point,
which allows them to develop
customer service skills and
equips them with skills for
future employment.
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take on a supportive role

in dyS lEXiC children's learning
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BEZRERTFUEMMEE > AE4BE  Learning is an essential stage for all children, in which
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HRKPEHEE there are many types of success and positive experiences

FERIZT 28 LBELRREE  to be found. However, learning can be difficult in various
HEE » {EARBEEEGBIZ TR degrees for children with dyslexia. How can parents help
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their children to overcome these challenges successfully?
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First of all, understand the needs of dyslexia

Dyslexia is one of the specific learning disabilities mainly caused by inherit
differences in the structure and function of the brain. Children with dyslexia
have difficulty in registering and spelling words accurately and fluently, and
they often have problems in reading comprehension. Perhaps you have heard
remarks from others questioning you as a parent like 'You didn't help your
child's studies, did you?', or you have blamed your child for being 'stupid’,
or even had the impression that 'my child is lazy and does not work hard in
studies!' - These are all because of the lack of understanding of dyslexia.
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Getting to know your child's abilities

Every child has his/her unique gifts and strengths, and we should never
compare them. In their learning process, we can keep them company and
discover their unique talents with them. Explore learning with them and
find out positive moments together, and children will learn better with
more confidence as successful experiences accumulate. Once we know the
children's abilities, we can set some 'reachable’ learning goals with them,
and with proper encouragement, we can bring many possibilities for children
to learn well. At the same time it is also essential to allow children to
experience some failure, so that they can grow healthily throughout various
courses of learning.
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Parents are the best companion

For dyslexic children, the school assessment mechanism, such as dictation,
tests and exams, is always their Achilles' heel. Parents should understand
their children's needs, appreciate the efforts they put in their studies,
encourage them to dare give a try, and stay by their side to support them if
they do fail. As the saying goes, 'All roads lead to Rome.' If one way doesn't
work, we can always try another way together, and go along the journey with
them by learning together. Remember, do not look at all learning related
matters from a parent's perspective. Instead, we should step away from our
role as parents and see things from the children's perspective, look at the
children's needs positively and decide together which path to take.

Being a companion is a long-term role. Let us work towards a positive and
successful experience to help our children grow and learn happily and confidently!
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ANSWERING GOD'S CALL
TO GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES
OF ALL NATIONS
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| give thanks to the Lord for the opportunity to serve Him in The Salvation
Army. It is my conviction that every one of us received the same calling from
Jesus Christ, and it is to 'go and make disciples of all nations' (Matthew
28:19). To answer His calling, however, each of us has a different role.

In 2000 at a Christian Conference, God has given me a new heart through a
song that | have been so familiar with.

Shine Jesus Shine.
Fill this land with the Father's glory.
Blaze, Spirit blaze. Set our hearts on fire.
Flow river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth your word, Lord, let there be light.

As we gaze on your kingly brightness
So our faces display your likeness.
Ever changing from glory to glory,

Mirrored here may our lives tell your story.
Shine on me...
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Here Il am, send me

God has opened my eyes to see what Jesus
once saw, that the harvest is plentiful but
the laborers are few. At that time, | didn't
feel it was God's calling on me as a full-
time ministry servant, but | knew it was
Him saying 'Whom shall | send?". Even |
had not yet known my service position, |
responded, 'Here am |, Lord. Send me!"'

At the beginning, what | did was helping
out at children's Sunday school. I didn't
do it very well; | have not done it before
and | did not know how. So, | asked
God to equip me, and God teaches me
through different people over time. | also
found that my biblical knowledge was
insufficient. So, | prayed to the Lord to
provide all my needs to train myself in a
seminary. The Lord leads me step by step.

Renewed the strength to serve

In 2007, after graduating from the
seminary, | began to serve the Lord as
a minister in the church, a role which |
then took for almost 10 years. | had many
trials in the past decade and | was so
drained in the end. | was so ready to give
up. But | was blessed and God spoke to
me through a brother in Christ, who said,
'God will neither stop you from changing a
career nor trying to make a living, but | am
worried that for the rest of your life you
will keep on thinking "I have tried but am
not a good fit for minister.""

After a break, God renewed my strength.
He sent me to serve in The Salvation
Army Kowloon City Corps as a Ministry
Coordinator and my heart was attracted to
local community services. In my past role,
| put most of my time and focus on the
'second generation’, that is the children in
the church; | rarely had chances to serve
at the front line.
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I will fight

Later when | learnt about the vision of General William
Booth, | realised why God sent me to serve in The
Salvation Army. Jesus has been working hard in saving
the lost souls from the sea of sinners. If we believers only
care about our own rights at church, we will quickly forget
those who are drowning and not be able to hear God's
calling. We will not feel the weight of our responsibilities
and we will not bear much fruit.

Our founder's speech was entitled 'I'll fight', a motto that
has brought me to a point where | made the decision to
enrol myself as Candidate. What does my life fight for?
What is my purpose in life? Am | fighting along Jesus'
side? Or am | wrestling with Him? Are we willing to partner
with one another to spread the good news? Lastly, | hope
to share with everyone another song recently sungin a
Holiness Meeting, a song God once used to call me. | hope
this song can serve as a prayer, touching the hearts of
those who are called and bringing them to join the fight
with me. Amen.

So, take me as you find me,
all my fears and failures.
Fill my life again.

I give my life to follow,
everything that | believe in now I surrender.
Saviour, He can move the mountain.

My God is mighty to save.

He is mighty to save!

(X% 2021 4 12 A 5 HEEHFREIERESIZEXR )
(This is the testimony dated 5 December 2021 by Cadet-Lieutenant Patrick Ho, Janie)
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FINDING HER WAY
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Kwai (alias), an autistic girl who did not have a
clear direction after her graduation, mainly worked
part-time and led a rather monotonous life with
a narrow social circle. Hoping to enhance social
skills and find a career path, Kwai joined a support
service project provided by The Salvation Army
PATH Centre for persons with autism. When the
social worker of the project learnt that Kwai has
loved sewing clothes and drawing comics since she
was small, she invited Kwai to lead some activities
in the Centre and encouraged her to be an assistant
instructor for the 'PATH Sewing Group', where she
could make good use of her talent and teach other
group members some sewing skills. Kwai's social
worker also invited Kwai to attend life planning
seminars hosted by illustrators, which would help
her to know hetter how she could plan for her
career. The Centre also invited Kwai to share her
drawings in their quarterly newsletter.

All these have reignited Kwai's interest in pursuing
the illustration career and motivated her to learn
more about the related further studies. Through
participation to various group activities of the
Centre, Kwai also made like-minded friends with
whom she can share different topics.
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The characters in this drawing wear traditional Chinese
costumes. This festive drawing is for our readers as a gift
for the new year. In the Year of the Tiger, let's leave all
unhappiness behind, step forward and embrace the new
things and changes to come.
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This girlin a Lolita dress wears a bright, playful smile. Kwai
likes to express her love for Lolita costume in her drawings.
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“The LORD bless you and keep you;

the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” £
(Numbers 6:24 - 26 NIV) My,




