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I have set a goal for myself this year, i.e. to
enhance my Putonghua proficiency.

At first, I was thinking to study online. After all,
many started getting used to looking up for resources
online ever since the pandemic broke out. At last, I made
up my mind and enrolled in a face-to-face course.
Putonghua courses are not easy stuff, but during the
learning process, I learnt something unexpected.

There are lots of vocabularies to memorise and
dozens of articles to practise to read in the Putonghua
course. In one of the articles I have read, the author
shared that his father was not good at showing love. He
wrote in great details the loving acts of his mother to
compare with what his father usually does. The author
told his readers how his father was not good at
expressing love by depicting him as a slow and
inarticulate person whose actions were unnoticeable.
However, as you read between the lines, the author
seems to be asking his readers to feel how his father
expresses his love implicitly. I couldn’t help but wonder,
have we overlooked any implicit expression of love
around us?

‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.” (Isaiah
9:6) Christmas is a time to remember the birth of the
Lord Jesus, who came to the world quietly and humbly,
assuming our humanity to bring salvation. ‘For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life.’ (John 3:16) This is what God’s love for man is like.
We must feel it in our hearts and respond by actions. Are
you willing to feel His love by heart?
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He is before all things,
and in him all things hold together.
(Colossians 1:17 NIV)

hat a year 2021 has been! In these past 12

months our world has continued to face up to
the challenge and reality of the COVID-19 pandemic,
dealing with illness and death, as well as recovery
strategies and vaccination programmes. In contrast
there was the welcome relief of the Olympic and
Paralympic =~ Games which provided positive
engagement, something to enjoy and an opportunity to
celebrate our countries’ achievements. Of course, we
have also witnessed both natural and man-made
disasters and tragedies - wildfires in different
countries, the assassination of a president, hurricanes
and storms — each presenting significant challenges.
In recent days the Taliban has retaken control of
Afghanistan, with people fleeing the country, concerns
about the education of women, the potential return to
the ways of former regimes and the loss of any

semblance of democracy.

In such tumultuous times where, or to who, do
we turn? Hebrews 13:8 tells us that we turn to Jesus,
who is the same ‘yesterday and today and for ever’,
whilst Colossians 1:17 describes him as the one in
whom ‘all things hold together’; and Revelation 22:13
as ‘the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End’. We
need to turn to the one who is wiser than we are, more
compassionate than we are, more powerful than we
are, who is both transcendent yet with us, and who is
present in the midst of the tumult and chaos with its
resultant personal cost because, as we read in Psalm 23

‘—/‘K

and in Matthew 11 verse 28, he invites us to rest. If ever
there is a time to turn to Jesus it is at Christmas, when
we pause to remember and celebrate his birth, his
incarnation and his becoming Immanuel (God with

us).

What does all this mean? It means there is hope!
It means we are not on our own! It means we have
someone who can restore our souls when we are
weary; someone who can give us rest when we are
tired; someone who can provide an eternal perspective
when the immediate is all-consuming; someone who
holds us and our world together when we and it are
falling apart. That truly is something worth celebrating
this Christmastime. Why would we not want to get to

know someone like Jesus?

If your relationship with Jesus has been neglected
for a while, Christmas represents an opportune time for
it to be reconnected, reignited. And if you don’t know
him already, Christmastime is also an opportunity to
meet Jesus for the first time — to invite him into your

heart and life as saviour and friend.

Commissioner Rosalie joins me in wishing you a
Happy Christmas and God'’s blessings during this holy

seasorm.
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Orienteering Completed with Success

Held over 2 Saturdays (6 and 13 November), over 500
participants registered in the Orienteering 2021 to raise funds in
support of the Army’s services. We give thanks to God for the
wonderful weather. We are thankful to all sponsors, participants
and volunteers for their support to the event. Hope to see you
next year!
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Thanksgiving Service and Professional Development Day

The Pre-School Education Services was held on 29 October at Li Sze Lim Auditorium of Pui Ching
Primary School. Heads, teaching staff and supporting staff from 28 pre-school units attended the service.
Following the Service, a Professional Development Day was held to raise the staff’s understanding and
awareness on anti-discrimination laws of Hong Kong and equal opportunities.

R B0l 1
AEERNI0B29HABEFRBITHRAMNEE » D ETIFSHSEERCHER T /EF -
Joint-school Teachers Conference

A joint-school Teachers Conference was conducted on 29 October following the Thanksgiving Service. An
Equal Opportunity seminar and a Risk Management workshop were conducted respectively.

SR
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SBAFR R RFE202]1 - BBEZIHAIRHREA -
Visit Technology Expo
On 25 October, 34 P4 to P6 students from TSA Centaline Charity

Fund School visited the InnoCarnival 2021 where they saw many
innovative inventions.
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Award News
Students of The Salvation Army William Booth Secondary School got the Gold and School Outstanding
Student Awards of Chinese i-Learner (photo above).

P4 student Keung Hei Shun of TSA Ann Wyllie Memorial School won 1% Runner-up at the Kowloon City
District Fencing Competition ‘National Ceremony Cup 2021’ U9 Girl’s Foil.

P5 student Wu Cheuk-him of TSA Tin Ka Ping School won 2™ Runner-up in Team and Championship in
Solo at the Wushu Inheritance Day 2021 Open.
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Support for Persons with Hoarding Behaviours

Collaborating with psychologists and medical professionals,
the “HOME” Community Support Scheme for Persons with Hoarding
Behaviours launched by Integrated Service for Street Sleepers aims
at helping suspected and diagnosed hoarding cases to be awakened
in their undesirable behaviours and willing to make changes to
improve their quality of life. Meanwhile, a volunteer team is formed
by street sleepers to provide service for the disposal of hoarded
items and housekeeping for users of the scheme.
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Carer Month 2021

In response to the Carer Month 2021, different activities were
held in our units. ‘Share-care’ Parents Resource Centre was invited by
The Hong Kong Council of Social Service to organise the ‘Carer Rest
Day’ on 3 October. Carers released stress in their body by doing
stretching exercises, and learnt the importance of Body-Mind Health
and self-compassion. Children of the carers created a surprise gift - a
unique tote bag for their parents. (photos 1 and 2)

Our Carer's Association, Grace Parent Association and The Association of Parents of Severely Mentally
Handicapped jointly held the “Tea House Theatre Experience” Special Session for Caregivers’ on 16 and 17
October. A total of over 220 carers were invited to enjoy the Chinese opera excerpts and performances as an
opportunity to be released from their busy lives. Ms Perina Li, our Social Services Director and Ms Chan
Fat-chuen, Convenor of Hong Kong Carers Alliance were invited to be the officiating guests to cheer our carers
up. (photo 3)
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Education Sunday was celebrated at the
Kowloon West Outpost on 7 November,
where Principal and teachers of So Uk
Kindergarten presented hymns at the
Holiness Meeting. The 1% Child Dedication
was held for 2 children.

RFEBNRI0F248EARBITHERIRES -
English Speaking Corps held a community
service and friendship evangelism at the park
on 24 October.

WHBKRRI0B31B8THBEEA  BRIEER
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Education Sunday was conducted by Officer
Commanding at Shatin Corps on 31
October. Special prayers were offered for all
teachers in the Chaplaincy District.

WHERRIIA21RBT38AFEEEHER
Shatin Corps held its 38" Anniversary
Holiness Meeting on 21 November.

MERKRNI0A17RRITHEER - EEKR
CHRERETH MEBRTENRBRITRE -
William Booth Corps held the Chaplaincy
Sunday on 17 October. Corps comrades wrote
notes of encouragement for William Booth
Secondary School students at the Holiness
Meeting.
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Ecumenical Service for COP26

General Brian Peddle and Commissioner Rosalie Peddle (World
President of Women’s Ministries) joined representatives of Christian churches
and organisations from around the world at a special ecumenical service in
Glasgow Cathedral, UK. The service took place less than three miles from
where the COP26 United Nations Climate Change Conference was taking
place, and was attended by guests from countries including Australia, Fiji and
Zimbabwe in a show of ecumenical solidarity for global climate justice.
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Virtual Visits from the International Leaders to Bangladesh and Pakistan

Bangladesh Command
A ‘virtual visit’ from General Brian Peddle and Commissioner Rosalie Peddle (World President of Women’s

Ministries) was a highlight of 50% anniversary celebrations for The Salvation Army’s Bangladesh Command.
More than 100 officers and cadets met in person but, because of COVID-19 restrictions, sharing of the meetings
online was particularly important to reach as many people as possible. Sharing via online video from London UK,
the international leaders shared greetings and congratulations.
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Pakistan Territory
Most of the territory took part in the Sunday morning meeting online, with an estimated ‘congregation’ of

more than 20,000 viewers. The whole territory was part of the afternoon meeting virtually, but officers from
Lahore and Sheikhupura Divisions and representative local officers were present at THQ for the meetings.
Soldiers and Officers from all over the territory participated by welcoming the international leaders through
liturgical and ‘cultural’ dance, choirs, timbrels and Scripture readings and prayers.
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