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Walkir - Together for Nine Decades
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F or some 90 years seems like a very long time. It is

quite an achievement for those who are privileged
to celebrate their 90" birthdays and are blessed with
generations of descendants around them. But what about
a church or an organisation?

Actually, 90 years of Christian mission is not long
compared to the history of the Christian Church which
Jesus commenced over 2000 years ago, and the Christian

Reformation Movement which is-over. 500 years old. But ="
90 years is still very significant.

We offer thanks and praise to our God for the
opportunity for The Salvation Army- to.establish-our
mission in Hong Kong over the last 90 years. As we look
back, we cannot estimate the number of lives that we were
privileged to have come into contact with, ministered to,
and influenced through our corps ministries, our social
and community services, our education services and our
many other services that we have provided. B

Every person that we have impacted is a very
precious individual that God has given to us. Ever since
the Army was brought into being, the focus of the Army is

always on OTHERS. Each individual life matters to God
and to us.
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The Salvation Army in Hong Kong had very humble
beginnings. In March 1930, by the invitation of the Hong
Kong Colonial Government, the Girls’ Home was set up
to provide residential care to underprivileged young girls
and women. This would be our first social service unit in
Hong Kong. The Salvation Army was here to stay.

By 1937 the Army was well established and was
holding open-air and worship meetings in Kowloon City,
Nathan Road and Wan Chai. The Army’s first day school
was opened in 1938 in Wan Chai which also served more
than 700 meals daily to needy people.

During the years of war, the Army set up food
kitchens to feed thousands of hungry refugees pouring
into Hong Kong daily. Following the end of World War 11,

schools and orphanages were opened to meet the needs
of the children.

The Army established more schools and provided
more social services to cope with the ever-increasing
welfare demands of the community. In the following
decades, more significant and diversified services were
launched, and more corps were opened in different
districts to provide holistic ministry.

We also acknowledge that the Army commenced
work in Macau in 1999, and was registered officially as an
International NGO in the provinces of Yunnan and
Sichuan, China in 2017 to undertake our many projects
there.

We honour and give thanks to God for the pioneer-
ing officers whose dedicated spirit is an inspiration, and
without whom, we will have no Salvation Army today. We
also recognise and acknowledge the steadfast commit-
ment and dedication of our past and present officers, local
officers, soldiers and employees over the years to propel
the Army to what it has become today.
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Theme Message

We are also grateful to the invaluable support given
by our Advisory Board members, our volunteers and
donors too. Together we all make up the Army!

Just because we have reached 90 years of mission, the
Army is not ready for retirement! We have achieved much
over the years. We have seen the changing landscape of
our services and have responded well so far to the needs
of our services.

In the near future, there will be far greater challenges
from the rapid pace of change; globalisation; consumer-
ism; erosion of values; technology; the search for the
meaning of life. However, human needs remain much the
same.

The Army for the next 90 years and beyond must stay
relevant and effective. We must continue to make a strong
impact in the lives of others and to see lives transformed
in the name of God. The Army must stand firm in our
principles and values and keep focused in our mission,
compelled by the love of God and taking the Gospel to
every individual.

We will also embrace and make use of contemporary
technology to advance our mission. Traditional methods
and services that were successful in yesteryears may not
be relevant and effective today. We need to be the Army of
Today, every day!

The mission is never going to end. The Army contin-
ues to stand by the slogan, “Where there is a need, there is
the Salvation Army’. Or putting it in another way, if there
is still one soul that needs to be served, one soul that
needs help, one soul without the love of God, the Army
will be there.

Going into the next lap, the Best is Yet to Come for
the Army because God is with us!
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The Salvation Army 90" Anniversary in Hong Kong
Stamp Charity Sale

o 1@ # R Standard Edition | ¥ % HK$120

o B ¥ MR Limited Edition | ¥ % HK$300 R e
o« H & B % i Special Edition | # % HK$500

DL EE A5 SR B - W DL R
REEHF URROHE -
Displayed in a mosaic photo frame handmade by rehabilitation service

users, enclosed with a thank you card from the Command Leaders, as a
= token of appreciation.
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Standard Express or Self Pick Up at Service Units

MBI H & $£2020512 A # % &
. Place Order Now Until December 2020
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The Salvation Army Headguarters
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Q) 27832323 =4 27830363 (R ds@hkmsalvationarmyorg (P www.salvationarmy.orghk
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Adaptation activities for new students

Our pre-schools prepared different kinds of adaptation
activities for N1, N2 and K1 students and their parents to
establish a good relationship among students, parents and
the schools. Teachers also adjusted the school hours
according to the situation of students to help them adapt to
school life and build a sense of security and belonging.

QU s R

P1 First Day @ TSA Tin Ka Ping School

The School organised ‘First Day of School’ for P1
students on 22 September. Parents of P1 students were also
invited to join the lessons with their children. The activity
aimed to enhance students’ adaptation to primary school life.
Parents appreciated and enjoyed the activity.

WBSS Graduation Ceremony

The 44" Graduation Ceremony was held on the evening
of 30 September (eve of Mid-Autumn Festival), which was in
the form of small-scale ceremony like a “family reunion’ in
the School Hall due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Festive
ambience and joy for reunion of students were felt.

WBSS Secondary 6 student Kwok For-ting won The
Most Improvement Award (Secondary School) Wong Tai

1@)

Sin.
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Command News

Sharing Session — using the Montessori
Method on Dementia

The Salvation Army Senior Citizens Services was
invited by the Hong Kong Occupational Therapy
Association to be a speaker in the ‘Sharing Session on
DementiAbility Methods: The Montessori Way’ on 18
September. Through the video conference, we shared
the clinical practice and research named “Using the
Montessori Method on Dementia’ which was
collaborated by The Salvation Army and the
Nethersole School of Nursing, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong.

Care for the Community through DIY Masks

In response to the COVID-19 epidemic, the
grassroots families have been encountering a lack of
face masks due to expensive cost and tight supply. The
Salvation Army Tuen Mun East Integrated Service for
Young People mobilised the peer parent counselors as
instructors to teach teenagers and parents to make
cloth masks and their proper use. Moreover, teenagers
and parents in the community are encouraged to
distribute their handmade cloth masks to the most
vulnerable in Tuen Mun in order to support those
underprivileged to fight against COVID-19 with care.

Tai Po Dementia Care Link — The ‘Chill’
Po Channel

The ‘Chill’ Po Channel of Tai Po Dementia Care
Link was officially launched on 21 September.
Professionals including doctors, nurses, social workers,
occupational therapists or physiotherapists will be
invited to be our guests to share more professional
information and skills about dementia care to the
community and caregivers.
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During the Mid-Autumn Festival, various
Corps visited the elderly of their Corps and
residents in need in the neighbourhood through the
‘Mid-Autumn Festival Appeal’ activities, bringing
to them God’s love and care.

1-2. BEERR
Hong Kong Island East Corp

3-4. NEEHFRE
Kowloon Central Corps
5. BFK

Wanchai Corps

10
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Tsuen Kwai Corps
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English Speaking Corps celebrated its 29"
Anniversary at the Holiness Meeting on 18 October. In
the group photo were newly appointed Corps Officer
Captain Cecilia Codoy (2" right), Divisional
Commander Major Jeremy Lam (1% right), Officer
Commanding and Command President of Women's
Ministries Lieut-Colonels Bob and Wendy Lee (2™ and
3" left) and Secretary for Programme Major Minny
Chan (1% left). Fellow sisters praised God with praise
dance.

10. REKEREELTERIOREI0H4BSHMERE
FER BT —fEK-
Tung Chung Corps Corps Officer Major Alfred Wong
enrolled 1 soldier at the Harvest Sunday Holiness
Meeting on 4 October.

14
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Partners with Government to Provide New
Home for Refugees in Italy

A new residential facility has opened in Rome, providing
permanent accommodation for up to 14 refugees who had
previously lived in The Salvation Army’s social services centre
in the Italian capital. The programme is a community-based
partnership led by The Salvation Army and financed by the
government and municipal authorities. The newly-renovated
apartments will enable independent living but also continue to
provide wrap-around case management services to residents.
The accommeodation is not being run as a ‘shelter’ — a new way
of providing a sustainable housing solution, with clients
moving on from an emergency or crisis situation to a context
which offers long-term security.

Hurricane and Wildfire Emergency
Responses Continue Across USA

Before Hurricane Sally dropped four months’ worth
of rain on the Florida panhandle in four days, The
Salvation Army Emergency Disaster Services was
preparing to respond. Ten mobile feeding units
(canteens), each carrying 500 meals, were deployed
to Pensacola to provide food, hydration and
spiritual care for those left in the wake of the storm’s
destruction. The Salvation Army in the USA has
also been providing emergency food, water and
other essential support to communities in the west
of the country affected by wildfires, with more than
10,000 meals served in Jackson County, Oregon.
Emotional, social and spiritual care is also being

provided.
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Climate Change

In recent years, the impact of climate change on the
world has been more and more obvious. As the
temperature rose and glaciers melt, people began to pay
attention to this global problem. This phenomenon has
continually destroyed the home we share. To tackle this
problem, every party including the government,

businessmen and individuals must be involved.

The government is the most responsible for tackling
this environmental problem. On one hand, the
government has enough resources to educate the public
by holding lectures that inform more people to be aware
of the crisis and to promote action to protect the earth so
that events get more attention. On the other hand, the
government can fighten the laws related to monitoring of
companies on matters of pollutant emission which is the
root cause of climate change. What else can the
government do? They can allocate resources to protect
the environment, for instance, hiring more people to

plant trees on the roadside or purchasing clean fuels to

reduce air pollution. They can also pass proposals that
will help mitigate climate change, for example, Asian
Light Out Day since 2008, an activity that has saved a lot
of electricity. The government has to fulfill its due role in
protecting the environment.

As the major polluters, businessmen have a
responsibility and must deal with climate change to
fulfill the corporate social responsibility. The pollutant
emissions of their factories can pollute water and air and
therefore destroy the eco-system, and all these may lead
to global warming. They ought to reduce their pollution
emissions so as to protect the environment. Even if they
want to make money, it is important to strike a balance
between economic development and environmental

protection.

Besides government and businessmen, there is no
doubt that individuals also bear the responsibility to
tackle climate change. With the continuous progress of
modern science and technology, people's living standard
is rising. More people choose to use private cars instead
of using public transport, resulting in more pollution.
Also, when everyone has a mobile phone, electricity
consumption rises sharply, leading to greater coal

consumption, thus worsening global warming,

The earth is for all of us, thus, everyone has the
responsibility of protecting the lovely earth. It is a shared
responsibility for all stakeholders to make a better
future. Therefore, we should start now to tackle this

worsening issue together.
5 = " e
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Date : 8 November 2020
Time :10:30a.m.
Live Stream ing (Stay tuned to the Command'’s webpage for details)
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