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Direct from the Leaders

went to Tsim Sha Tsui to see the Christmas lights one

evening in November. This year, probably because of
the pandemic and economic slowdown, the lights are indeed
not as fascinating as those in the past, with only lights
hanging like a canopy along a street and some tiny lights and
display on a few building facades. Even our corps songster
and band practice are suspended due to the pandemic. When
the prohibition on group gatherings remains in place, I
wonder if this year we will be having a quieter Christmas.

When I was penning this article, a Cantonese Christmas
song titled “"Who should be the Focus?’ rang in my ears.
Perhaps we should take this opportunity of a quiet Christ-
mas to flash back to the very first Christmas night when Jesus
was born. Jesus' parents returned to their hometown as
required to conduct a census. When they passed by Bethle-
hem, the time came for Mary's baby to be born, but they
couldn’t find any guest rooms, so they gave birth to Jesusin a
manger. His parents knew this baby is ‘the Son of the Most
High', of course (Luke 1:32).

On the other hand, in the fields of Bethlehem, a great
company of the heavenly host declared to the shepherds the
good news of great joy of Jesus’ birth, “... a Savior has been
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:11) The focus
of Christmas, Jesus, came to the world, with a purpose to
save us from our sin.

Therefore, Christmas is meant for remembering and
celebrating the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, but alas, it has
become a business opportunity of making profit, a time for
young people to party, and the beginning of travel and
holidays. This culture also has an impact on Christian, who
may take themselves as the focus of celebration. Let us take
advantage of the quietness of this Christmas as a time for
self-reflection. Let us experience again the grace of the Lord
and be blessed again. Let us also share the true meaning of
the birth of Jesus with our family and friends.

May God bless you. ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests! (Luke
2:14)
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HE year 2020 has been unique, interesting and

challenging. We have lived through a global
pandemic, the ramifications of which continue to impact
our lives. We have witnessed the best of humanity as
communities came together and helped to care for the
vulnerable and those who needed to shield. We have seen
the worst of humanity as racism cost lives and led to
violent protests by demonstrators from varying
viewpoints. All of this has combined to both exhilarate
and exhaust us throughout this year.

It is into our messed-up, complex, ever-changing,
uncertain and perplexing world that Jesus comes as the
Prince of Peace. Jesus was familiar with prejudice, oppres-
sive political regimes, institutionalised religion and
suffering. So, although the man Jesus lived 2,000 years
ago, his words still have relevance because he, as the Son
of God, has an eternal perspective.

So, what did Jesus teach us about peace? In the
Sermon on the Mount, as he began his teaching ministry,
Jesus said: ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God’ (Matthew 5:9). Then, in preparing
his disciples for his departure and the arrival of the
promised Holy Spirit, Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid’ (John
14:27).
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This is the same Jesus who spoke to the
wind and waves, saying, ‘Peace, be still’ (Mark
4:39 King James Version). To the woman who
anointed his feet at Simon’s house, Jesus said,
“Your faith has saved you; go in peace’ (Luke
7:50). After explaining many things to his
disciples, Jesus said, ‘I have told you these things,
so that in me you may have peace. In this world you
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome
the world’ (John 16:33).

Peace distinguishes the earthly existence of
Jesus. In announcing his birth, the angels
declared, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests’
(Luke 2:14). As Jesus appeared to his followers
after the Resurrection he would declare: ‘Peace
be with you! (John 20:21)

If Jesus was so intent on sharing the peace
of God with others, we must do the same, but
we cannot share with others what we do not
first have for ourselves. Consequently, we need
to ensure we are living in relationship with God
and receive his peace that is beyond our under-
standing, yet which keeps our hearts and minds
secure in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7). It is
from this position of peace, of keeping our focus
upon God (Isaiah 26:3), that we are able to
experience the peace of God in the storms of life
and share that peace with others. We are called
children of God when we are peacemakers,
peace-bringers and peacebuilders because we
share the very essence and nature of God with
others.

So, in this Advent season and beyond, let
us be people of peace. May our very presence
bring peace into rooms, situations and lives
because we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. May
our words be words of peace because we share
the words of God. Wherever you are and
whatever situation you find yourself in, may you
experience the peace of God today. (.}
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Dear Friends

We enter this Advent season during a year that continues to give us reason to pause and reflect. I wonder if
there is a person on planet Earth who has not had their life disrupted in some way as we have learnt to live with the
reality of a global pandemic and other world events that have shaken our foundations. As I wrote last year’s Christ-
mas letter, I could not have imagined what the new year would bring for the world. And yet, here we are, each with

our own story to tell. [ hope yours includes moments where God has come close and reminded you of His love and
faithfulness.

There is a beautiful ‘pause and reflect’ verse recorded by Luke in his narrative of events surrounding the birth

of Jesus - ‘But Mary stored up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” Luke 2:19

From Gabriel’s announcement that she would give birth to the Saviour of the world, to his arrival in a cave and
all the life changing events in between, we can imagine that there was much to ponder. The shepherds had just
visited and were now on their way to spread the amazing news that the Messiah was born and here we find Mary
thinking carefully, reflecting on, mulling over, trying to understand — pondering.

Why would Luke slip this verse in amongst the excitement of this world changing night? Perhaps to remind us
that, although Mary had given birth to an extra-ordinary child, in her heart she knew she was simply an ordinary,
humble, obedient servant of God. She recognised her need for regular moments in His presence to praise and give
thanks for miracles and to find peace when life didn’t quite make sense.

We are no different from Mary — ordinary, humble servants of the Lord whose hearts hold many things that
need to be regularly brought before Him in worship and surrender. As the Christmas of this year of the unexpected
approaches let us remember that nothing about us or our circumstances is unknown to the One who created us.
Jesus, the son born to Mary - her Saviour and ours — holds us together and we can trust Him completely. Ponder

that!

Commissioner Rosalie and I pray for the Lord’s loving presence to surround you wherever you are this Christ-
mas and invite you to receive this prayer for yourself:

Breath of heaven hold me together
Be forever near me
Breath of heaven
Breath of heaven lighten my darkness

Yours in Christian Love

Pour over me your holiness

For you are holy

Breath of heaven Commissioner Bronwyn Buckingham
(Amy Grant) World Secretary for Women’s Ministries
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TSA Queen’s Hill School
On 29 October, Task Force members of Queen’s Hill

School were invited to join the Mock-up Inspection at the

construction site of the new school.
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TKPKG - Open Day

Tin Ka Ping Kindergarten Open Days were
held on 17 and 24 October in order to let parents in
Shatin know about the schools environment,

facilities, curricullum and students’ learning.
Through different activities, such as Story World,
English  teaching demonstration  sessions,
parent-child dancing exercises, DIY art workshop,
etc., parents could have a better understanding of
school and children could experience the fun of
learning.

2021-2022 Briefing Session of
Kindergarten Admission

Two briefing sessions of Kindergarten
Admission were held on 31 October by Ms May
Cheung, Coordinator of Pre-School Education,
which introduced our mission and education values,
curriculum and teaching features, especially the
newly compiled schoolwork system, hand-eye
coordination activity book, visual perception
activity book, evaluation system and Project Team
BRAVO. Overall 152 parents participated and the
comments were positive.
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COSY

CO-Space for Youth is a co-working space operated
by a group of passionate young people to promote mental
wellness, social innovation and peer collaboration. With
the concept of ‘co-creation, Tai Po Integrated Service for
Young People encouraged a group of young people to
organise their first online Expressive Arts Workshop at
COSY. With their skills and talents, the young people
generated new ideas to the community and successfully
helped other young people to reduce their stress during
the COVID-19 pandemic. The programme received a very
positive feedback from the community.

COVID-19 prevention at school in Luoshui,
Yunnan

The Salvation Army’s Yunnan Office assisted the
Luoshui Junior High School in Luoshui, Yunnan to
combat the challenges being faced in light of COVID-19.
The initiative seeks to enhance COVID-19 awareness
among children and the wider community. Hygiene packs
are distributed to every student, and contactless
thermometers are equipped at the school. It is estimated
that nearly 7,000 individuals will be reached via this health
promotion activity in cooperation with local partners.
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Brothers and sisters of Macau lao Hon Corps
and social workers of Joy Family Integrated
Service Centre visited elders living alone
through the ‘Love in Action 2020 on 14
October.
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Wanchai Corps held its 73" Anniversary
Holiness Meeting on 25 October.
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Shatin Corps held its 37" Anniversary
Holiness Meeting on 15 November and
enrolled 2 soldiers.



7-8 MEEERILASHETT

10

F—EREEAR "EL
1 REH _”%fﬁﬁﬁ
) o

So Uk Corps Plant held its first
Elderly  Fellowship  ‘Joy
Fellowship’ on 8 November,
where all participants had a
great time.
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Lieut-Colonel Bob Lee, Officer
Commanding (5% left, 2™ row)
gave a sermon at the Education
Sunday Holiness Meeting at
Tung Chung Corps on 1
November.
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Ofhcers Council was held at the
Tai Hang Tung Corps hall on 6
November.
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B EEBE A S R ~ 35 Soup, Soap and Sanitiser at Salvation Army
B ED 6 M R M4 A SO A M A 4 Hlospital B |

B RS HERE ERtE A AERY Evangeline Booth Hospital in Ahmednagar, Maharashtra, is one
oo Jﬁﬁ& B A4 = B O 50 BUAE FE R e of five large Salvation Army hospitals in India. The facility has

adapted its procedures in order to meet the needs of more than
1L 8 280 3,2004% 2 37 73 il 48 %5 0% A 1 S

™ E'_: REREDKE - AFERA f A since this March. To ensure biosecurity, patients are not able to
EXRABRARERNRDHNEMLD R - receive food or other items from friends or family members. The
ABERMRAREARNRE  EPHETE  savation Army provides a welcome kit comprising mineral
RIK~FRI~-FE B2 HEH A water, a toothbrush and toothpaste, soap, sanitiser, a face mask
ENEERM - B8 H=)RAME  andan energy drink. Hot tea and nutritious food — such as soup,
Eim AR AR NIE G ~ B EFMAA B boiled eggs and cookies — are provided to each in-patient three
EEERY - times a day.

3,200 patients who have presented with coronavirus symptoms
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Salvation Army School Leaver in Liberia Wins
Prize for E-Learning Platform

Thomas Guwor, an alumnus of the William Booth High School
in Monrovia, Liberia, has taken third place in the 10" annual
Orange Africa and Middle East Social Venture international
grand prix. At a virtual awards ceremony during the Africa Tech
festival, Mr Guwor was awarded a prize on behalf of his company
Weeglo, for innovation in its e-learning platform. The software
has been successfully piloted across Salvation Army schools in
Liberia, making it possible to continue providing learning

opportunities to thousands of students during the country’s

COVID-19 lockdown.
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warmth and positive expressiveness to children's empathy-related responding and social functioning: A longitudinal study. Child
Development, 73, 893— 915. http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1467-8624.00446

2 Koestner, R., Franz, C., & Weinberger, J. (1990). The family origins of empathic concern: A 26-year longitudinal study. Journal of
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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
as you trust in him, so that you may overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13)
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ﬁ B Wishing You Faith, Hope
*E 8 and Love at Christmas
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R/ The Salvation Army

Youth, Family and
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. Wishing You Faith, Hope .

. and Love at Christmas .

and always
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The Salvation Army |
Shek Wu School  »
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