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Direct from the Leaders
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A Hymn, A Faith, A Grateful heart

ecently in our Officer’s Prayer meeting the leader chose
the familiar hymn, ‘Now thank we all our God’ (SASB
31) to be sung. Ever since I learned this hymn in my younger
days, I am very moved each time it is sung. It simply reminds us

to be thankful to God for this countless blessings and gifts of
love in the past and is still ours today.

The Reverend Martin Rinkart (1586 - 1649) was the
composer of this hymn. He was a Lutheran pastor who lived in
Eilenburg, Germany during the Thirty Years’ War. The walled
city of Eilenburg was a place of refuge for many fugitives of the
war resulting in overcrowding, famine, deadly pestilence and
disease. The Rinkart’s home was also a refuge for many of the
victims even though he found it extremely challenging even to
provide for the needs of his own family.

In 1637, at the height of the misery and plague, and with
many people dying every day, Rinkart was the only surviving
pastor in Eilenberg. He conducted as many as 40 to 50 burials a
day. In that year alone he performed more than 4000 funerals
including that of his beloved wife. If that was not enough, the
city was also attacked three times by invaders who imposed

hefty tribute on the people.

Out of the grief and pain both for his family, his city and
country, Rinkart penned the words of this lovely hymn ‘Nun
danket alle Gott’. He kept his faith in God and encouraged
others to do the same, even though he may not comprehend the
things happening around him. Rinkart went on to compose 66
other hymns.

This hymn begins as a humble prayer of thanksgiving in the
first verse, and then moving on in a prayer for deliverance from
the war and plague in verse two. You can see what is pressing on
Rinkart’s mind when he writes:

And keep us in His grace, And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills In this world and the next.

The hymn concludes with praise and thanksgiving and a
doxology in verse three. Also acknowledging God's sovereignty
and control over all circumstances and seeking strength for the
trials in our lives.

Many things happen in our lives which we cannot
understand. It is never easy to go through a time of trial,
challenge, misery or suffering. Naturally, we seek for an answer
and ask God, “‘Why?’ or 'How long more?.

And God may not choose to reveal the reasons to us. OQurs
is to trust the hand of God and His leading in all things. And
even if you do not see His hand, trust His heart!

Let us be thankful even in our trials, having faith instead of
fear, having worship instead of worry, being grateful instead of
complaining.

So, my beloved, sing this hymn again! And let faith in God
arise from the depths of all our hearts!
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Major Tommy Chan (2™ right), General
Secretary, presented Long Service Certificates earlier
at the Recycling Programme office, expressing our

appreciation for their services with the Army.

B REER/AMH Official Gazette

a & 'E Officer {£& Appointment 4 % B 15 Effective Date k.
wEMA R BYBERES 01.09.2020
Captain Gideon Yue Corps Officer of Wanchai Corps
RERER LR AR SREE 01.09.2020
Captain Alice Yue REBRZEEE(RE—F)
Associate Corps Officer of Wanchai Corps
Support Officer of English
Speaking Corps for one year
g 2 B PR B ERRAEREE 01.09.2020
Cadet-Lieutenant Michael Lam Corps Officer of Hong Kong Island East
Corps
TR E PR BERBEMERER 01.09.2020
Cadet-Lieutenant Forrest Tsoi Associate Corps Officer of Hong Kong
Island East Corps
MZERAR_ER NERREFKREE 01.10.2020
Captain Joyce Lam Corps Officer of Kowloon
Central Corps
ERELR RXEBFTHRES 01.01.2021
Major David Ip (R) Corps Officer of Melody Corps
X 7

=B A 8 Major Connie Ip
ABEZ3E SECRETARY FOR PERSONNEL
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Feature in TV Programme - ‘Happy Old
Buddies’

The Salvation Army Tai Po Multi-service Centre for
Senior Citizens was invited by Television Broadcasts
Limited for two interview sessions in a TV programme
named ‘Happy Old Buddies. Our occupational therapist
and social worker shared with the audience knowledge
about dementia, Montessori-based intervention for people
with dementia and its effectiveness. It enhanced the
community awareness towards the needs of people with
dementia. Our social worker also shared some safety
measures that the elderly should take during the typhoon

SE450I11.
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Command News

Online Parent Workshop

SKY Family and Child Development Centre
(SKY) held a series of online parent workshops (“Time
for parents to know’) over 3 consecutive Saturdays
starting from 11 July. Through the sharing sessions,
parents understood the needs of children with autism
from different perspectives, at the same time mastered
related parenting strategies. With the sharing by our
clinical psychologist and social workers, parents
revealed they were equipped with knowledge and
understanding towards their children, hoping to keep
walking together with them.

Online Learning Support for Grassroots
Students

MR EBEEHR - R s 2D
FHReRFENBEBREER LD BEERENEE
mx FtMEHEELLEEXERSE - E=E5HEA
SOMIBEZM Y LRE  RERXRRRTSBRBEAE
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During epidemic of COVID-19, Yaumatei
Integrated Service for Young People provided online
learning support services in response to the study
needs of students from grassroots and ethnic
minorities. More than 50 students have been served
and positive feedback from their parents was received.
The services not only helped the children to solve
their learning problems, but also enhanced their
learning motivation, which in turn reduced pressure
for both parents and children caused by the children’s
studies.
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1-2. BFEBEETRVERBYMELEEAMERETH
ﬁ o
Wanchai Corps gave out supporting materials to
the elderly and resumed the children’s Sunday
School early July.

3-4. BEREEESRNRTAIBABATIHERRESE

TRREBVERERENRERE EPRFE
KB B OFEREFRE -
Hong Kong Island Corps gave out some
materials, including rice, oil, canned food, masks
and hand sanitisers to students and their families in
need at Centaline Charity Fund School on 31 July
and 1 August.

5-6. KEBKBERAMBEREYERBE RS K&
HA o
Tai Po Corps visited and gave out anti-epidemic
items to singleton elderly and residents living in its
chaplaincy district.

10



7-8.

9-11.

WHBEBRETSOFRLRFNRENEVE TE
FTHEERRSE

Shatin Corps and Lung Hang Children and Youth Centre
visited and gave out anti-epidemic items to elderly living
alone in Lung Hang Estate.

NMERBRSATH LR RS MEE - A
MEMIEE Mt RREHERBEPOLOERS - A TFR
WRPEER A T AN ER NERTREARE -

William Booth Corps collected organic eggs from a
donor on 7 August morning and gave them out to elderly
members of The Salvation Army Yaumatei Multi-service
Centre for Senior Citizen. In the afternoon, the School
Chaplaincy together with social workers gave out
supporting materials to students of William Booth
Secondary School and their families.

14
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Responds in Texas as Hurricane Hanna
Strikes

Hurricane Hanna has been causing disruption
across parts of southern USA and north Mexico.

The Category 1 hurricane swept through south
Texas, leaving tens of thousands of residents
without power and causing widespread flooding.
Salvation Army staff and volunteers were deployed
affected

communities — including seven mobile feeding

to provide help and support in
units, each with the capacity to serve up to 1,500
meals per day. Throughout the disaster response
efforts, Salvation Army staff and volunteers have
been observing all safety protocols related to the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Volunteers Making a Difference in Salvation Army
COVID-19 Response

The Salvation Army continues to serve individuals, families and
communities affected in numerous ways by coronavirus and the
economic ramifications of control measures. Grassroots responses
include the provision of in excess of one million meals in Connecticut,
USA, alone. Salvation Army team members there have provided
emotional and spiritual care to nearly 4,000 individuals. More than 800
volunteers in the region have bolstered The Salvation Army’s capacity by
providing important logistical support. At The Salvation Army’s centres
in Melbourne, Australia, when it becomes mandatory for people to wear
face coverings, sourcing masks may be difficult for many of the people
The Salvation Army works with. Salvationists and supporters in the
Greater Melbourne area are therefore being encouraged to help by
donating individually wrapped, handmade adult-sized masks. The early

response has been positive.
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Reference: George, D. R., & Singer, M. E. (2011).
Intergenerational volunteering and quality of life for
persons with mild to moderate dementia: Results
from a 5-month intervention study in the United
States. American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry,
19, 392-396.
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