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Major Tommy Chan
General Secretary
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Direct from the Leaders

ince the COVID-19 pandemic began, the whole world
S was thrown into a ‘semi-operational’ status, with
schools and work being suspended and cities in lockdown....
As the number of confirmed cases and death toll keep
soaring, the situation is indeed terrifying, leaving many
people anxious. Out of fear, the pandemic has turned into
adversity: people started panic buying daily necessities,
masks and anti-epidemic items and were worried about
being infected or losing their jobs... When no one can
predict when it will be under control or come to an end, our
perseverance and resilience come into play. People start
getting used to the situation as it becomes a new normal.

The pandemic has indeed caused us much inconve-
nience, but it also brought us many opportunities. I remem-
ber many years ago people started widely promoting the use
of online meeting tools for saving energy reasons, but these
tools did not become popular and gradually got phased out.
Now because of the pandemic, such tools have become a
major means of communication. The prohibition on group
gathering has instead brought about more opportunities of
family meetings in a way.

The pandemic, adversity and new normal are something
we are going through. From feeling ignorant to being
helpless, we started facing it all with a proactive approach.
This is how we learn to brave challenges. In times of restless-
ness, we, as Christians, can rely on our Lord to experience
calmness and stability, but around us there are many people
who are still living in panic and worries. Therefore, we must
grasp the opportunities to see if anyone around us needs
help and comfort. In unsettled times, when we share our
faith and testimonies by showing our care and concern, it
helps people experience the peace of God and begin seeking
faith. Galatians 6:10, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us
do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family
of believers.

The Command entered a new era in September. We
welcome Major Minny Chan, Secretary for Programme and
Major Jeremy Lam, Divisional Commander to the
Command’s Leadership team. With new members on board,
it gives the Command’s future development more perspec-
tive and sustainability. Please pray for the service of the
Command Leadership team. May we work together in one
Spirit to serve our Lord.
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Training for Teachers of Kindergartens

A training workshop for our kindergartens Teachers
and Heads was held on 2 July by Ms May Cheung,
Coordinator for Pre-School Education. The content of the
workshop included reviewing the learning objectives and

progress of the students, the compilation of assessment
items and criteria, the application of the assessment system,
etc.
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NPNSC-Parents’ Workshop

On 4 July, a workshop for parents was held in
North Point Nursery School and Creche (NPNSC)
as to help N4 students adapt to primary school.
Parents agreed that the workshop has enabled them
to understand the learning mode and daily routines
of primary schools, challenges children may face
and how to support children to prepare for the new
stage of school life.
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Schools prepare for class resumption

To prepare for class resumption, four of our
schools are equipped with the latest temperature
checking device at their campuses with the support
of Hong Kong University of Science and

Technology.
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Back to LOVE

The Salvation Army Chai Wan Integrated Service for
Young People had been organising a series of programmes
named ‘Back to Love’ since October 2019. It starts with
promoting self-care on mental wellness and learning stress
management skills among young people, who will then care
about other people, in a way building a positive and healthy
community. Facing the outbreak of COVID-19, we have used
diversified means, such as online counselling services, workout
groups and breathing exercises to continue our support for
individuals, passing the Love and Care of Jesus to the
community:
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‘Share-care’ Parents Resource Centre

The Salvation Army ‘Share-care’ Parents Resource Centre
continues to launch a variety of supportive services to persons
with disabilities and their families during the times of
COVID-19. Apart from service enquiry, social service referral,
epidemic aid packs distribution, case consultation and
counselling, Parents Massage Workshop and Family Relaxing
Stretching Workshop were organised to promote the importance
of relieving stress and self-caring during the epidemic situation.

‘No Joke’ Artistic Card

A total of eight Elder Learning Clubs from elderly centres of
The Salvation Army Senior Citizens Services jointly launched
the ‘No Joke’ artistic cards since August in order to offer
healthcare professionals boost of encouragement and express
heartfelt gratitude to their dedication service and contribution
during the epidemic. In facing the long-lasting epidemic, our
lives have been affected and challenged to different extents.
However, as long as we walk side by side with mutual support
and encouragement, we can stand together against the epidemic
with love and care.
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Lieut-Colonel Bob Lee, Officer Commanding,
officiated at the Honorable Retirement Service,

Installation of Officers and Welcome for Cadets of MEERFEIR (414) ~ REILDH (345F) K
*%Etgﬁ (354 ) &K » AR THAMM  FaE

7B ' il BERA =& (&
Command United Holiness Meeting on 13 % EE— Egj?ﬂj: gﬁéﬂ}ﬁ A Sl
September: Congratulations to Major David Ip (41 years of service), Major
Arthur Chan (34 years) and Major Tony Ma YM (35 years) on
their retirement. Thank God for keeping the Majors throughout
their decades of service through the Army, bringing God’s love
and blessings to others. (On 1* left and 1* right were
Lieut-Colonels Bob and Wendy Lee)

Messengers of Reconciliation Session at the

RIEENEAREBRRAERIR (F2) RER
HEBREIE (H—) -

Lieut-Colonels Bob and Wendy Lee with Major Minny Chan,
Secretary for Programme (2™ right) and Major Jeremy Lam,
Divisional Commander (1" right)

REENERENESHMAIOEFE (F) ~ T
F8 (H2) RIREEEREIR (F—) -
Lieut-Colonels Bob and Wendy Lee with Cadet Michael Lam
(middle) and Cadet Forrest Tsoi (2™ right), Cadets of
Messengers of Reconciliation Session and Major Raymond
Cho, Training Officer (1% right)

" MEEFNXAU CREIACHRENERLAEEEM L
N EEReEE -
- % Lieut-Colonel Bob Lee, Officer Commanding, delivered a sermon at
the Kowloon East Corps 25" Anniversary Online Holiness Meeting on

6 September.
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Captain Gideon Yue, Corps Officer of Hong Kong Island
East Corps, accepted 1 Recruit at the Holiness Meeting
on 23 August.
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lao Hon Corps held the ‘2020 Love Never Ends
Party’ for young people on the theme ‘Relationship
- with ourselves, others and God’ on 14 August.

ERMERALRPROAHEEEREETHRERR®RPE
AR EEREE -

Major Jeremy Lam, Divisional Commander, officiated at
the Installation of the new Corps Officer of Hong Kong
Island East Corps at the Holiness Meeting on 6
September.

Lt Col Gijsbertha van den Hoek, our respected
retired Officer was peacefully promoted to glory on §
September 2020.

Commenced training in the Netherlands, Czech
Republic Slovakia Territory in 1951, Lt Col Gijsbertha
was commissioned in May 1952. She and her husband Lt
Col Barend van den Hoek moved to Hong Kong in 1959
and were appointed as Social Services Ofhicer and Corps
Officer of Wanchai Corps from 1961-65.

The van den Hoek family relocated to the Taiwan
Region in 1965, with Lt Col Gijsbertha taking an
appointment in the Women’s Ministries department. In
1974, they were transferred territories to the Australia
Southern until retirement on 1994.

We are thankful for the Lt Col’s faithful service to
the Command. Let us join in prayers in support of her
family.
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The Salvation Army in Korea Wrestles with Second
Wave of Coronavirus

The Republic of Korea has seen an increase in confirmed COVID-19
infections since mid-August, with rallies held by some Christian
groups in Seoul suspected of accelerating the dispersal of the virus.
The Salvation Army’s Korea Territory has implemented online-only
worship meetings across the country, in order to maximise social
distancing and prevent non-essential gatherings. Despite the
logistical challenges, The Salvation Army in Korea is continuing to do
its best to provide relief supplies to marginalised people affected by
coronavirus and the effects of more stringent government restrictions
on movement.
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Salvation Army’s Canadian Chaplains Caring

Through COVID-19
Spiritual care is central to the mission of The Salvation Army.

Chaplains can offer a quiet presence and active listening, as well
as empathy, encouragement, prayer and other faith-related rites
and practices. To help support the patients and families who
have been in a difficult time amid the COVID-19, the Army
chaplains from a variety of contexts across Canada have been
helping with Zoom meetings and telephone calls between them.

On the palliative care unit, when a patient is actively dying,
family members are permitted to visit, but need to wear personal
protective equipment (masks and gowns). Chaplains keep in
touch with families through telephone calls. After the patient
passes away, they make a telephone call to the family and send a
bereavement card.
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