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Lieut-Colonel Wendy Lee
Command President of Women’s Ministries

I n 1967, jazz singer Louis Armstrong recorded and
released a No 1 hit What a Wonderful World. It
captured the hearts of millions across the globe and it still

resonates in our hearts today.

That bestselling song, the words and music written
by Bob Thiele and George Weiss, Louis sings of the
wonders of the colours of creation, the wonders of human
relationships, and the wonders of growth. And in
reflection, he sings, “What a wonderful world’ This song
was written during the time of the Vietnam War to bring
hope to people who were suffering the pain of having lost
their loved ones, and to bring hope to those who were
struggling to find meaning in life at that time.

There is no denial that this is a wonderful world that
God has created for all. For those who have the privilege
of traveling, we have seen some of the wonders and
beauty of God’s creation. From the high inspiring
mountains to deep canyons, from majestic waterfalls to
fast flowing rapids, from lush vegetation to the smallest

living creature, we are awed and amazed by it.

God’s beautiful creation process is recorded in the
book of Genesis chapter 1. Following each day of
creation, it is said that God saw that ‘it was good. And
following the creation of mankind, ‘God saw all that He
had made, and it was very good’ (Genesis 1:31). Mankind
was special in that they are created in the image of God

with His capacity to love, give and sacrifice.

The purpose of creation is to glorify God. “The
heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work
of His hands’ Psalm 19:1. All creation exists to glorify
God.
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However, the beauty of God’s creation is being
threatened by pollution from land, sea and air, global
warming, illegal exploitation of forests and other
environmental issues. Instead of becoming stewards of
God’s wonderful creation, we have abused and misused

what God has given to us.

It is timely that we can reconsider how we can do our
part to ‘save our planet’ Yes, we can count on the many
international discussions about tackling global warming,
pollution and carbon emissions. We can even participate
in the annual Earth Hour that calls for switching oft the

use of electricity for one hour to give the earth a little rest.

There are also community awareness programmes
that encourage us to reduce the use of plastics and other
non-biodegradable materials, to reduce wastage and to

recycle what we can reuse.

Unfortunately, sometimes we say to ourselves that
we can only do a small part and it will not affect much of
society or the country or the world. And as we feel that we
can make little impact in our contribution, we make no
further effort at all. We need to change this mindset and
remind ourselves that we are stewards and caretakers of
God’s wonderful creation. Every small amount of effort

count!

We remind ourselves of a famous hymn This is my
Father's World written by Maltbie D Babcock in 1901.
Every verse in this hymn begins with that phrase, “This is
my Father’s world’ It reminds us that this is God’s world,
God’s creation, God’s sovereignty, God’s rule. Verse 1
speaks particularly of the glory of God as revealed in His
creation:

This is my Father's world, And to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings

The music of the spheres.

This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;

His hand the wonders wrought.

We are responsible to care and protect God’s
wonderful creation whether our contribution is big or
small. We have to be faithful stewards of the resources that
God has given to us so that for this generation and for
those generations to come, we can all enjoy and

appreciate God’s beautiful and wonderful creation.
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Once when I was reading, a title caught my
attention, ‘Step out of your comfort zone. The content is
of course about reflection and suggested action plans. As
I rethink and reflect, I can strongly feel the grace of God.
Over the past three decades of my service, L have served in
different appointments. I had to humble myself to learn in
interpersonal relationship and different ministries. Later
when I began to enter my comfort zones, I might be given
new appointments along with new challenges. Slowly, I

start to enjoy facing new challenges.

While reading “The Story of Albert Schweitzer), I
realised that he also faced a new challenge. Schweitzer was
a seminary president, theology professor, musician and
philosopher. From a missionary magazine, he saw the
miserable life of the black people. Not only did they
endure the hardships caused by extreme poverty. More
terrifying were the years of suffering resulted from all
kinds of diseases. As people were unable to find any
doctors within a radius of hundreds of kilometres, they
had no treatments whatsoever... The article went on to
say, ‘Whether you are a man or a woman, as long as you
are committed, you can simply answer God’s calling by
saying “Lord, here I am”, then you will be someone God
needs! At that time, Schweitzer was facing a huge
challenge. He applied to serve in Africa but got rejected.
He appealed with the reason that he wanted to serve using
actions rather than words. To respond to God’s calling on
his life of serving in Africa, Schweitzer returned to the
university to study medicine. He could ‘step out of his
comfort zone’ just because he saw the needs of Africa.

Fellow brothers and sisters, there are many people
in need around us. Can you see them? Do you hear their
calls for help? As mentioned above, “‘Whether you are a
man or a woman, as long as you are committed, you can
simply answer God’s calling by saying “Lord, here I am”,
then you will be someone God needs. Are you willing to

answer?
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39 active and retired Officers, along with some of their

of sharing and learning with pastors in China, as

children, set off to Guangzhou during 22-24 April to take partin  well as a chance for spiritual reflection through

the 2019 Retreat. Participants learnt more about the church in  fellowship and personal time.

China today through 3 church visits, during which they had time
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Joint School Fun Day

Shui Chuen O Kindergarten, Tin Ka Ping Kindergarten
and Centaline Charity Fund Kindergarten held a joint school
activity in Sha Tin Park on 6 April to promote the

and the community participated in games and body
movement activities which help to facilitate children’s
body coordination, creativity, communication with

importance of ‘Play’ to child development. Students, parents ~ people and interaction among family members.
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Macau Camp for Students
Students from The Salvation Army (Macau) Education Centre and The
Salvation Army Lam Butt Chung Memorial School enjoyed a 2-day camp held

during 19-20 April in Macau. The camp aims to promote self-management.
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@ Award News%

In the Hong Kong Joint School Music
Association - Joint School Music Competition 2019,
students of Ann Wyllie Memorial School won the
‘Gold Award’ in the Senior Primary School Choir.

Students of William Booth Secondary School
won Jockey Club School Football Development
Scheme - 4-a-side competition - Shield Group -

Champion on 25 April.
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Be Smart with Your Money for Retirees

The activities of Be Smart with Your Money
Programme sponsored by Investment and Financial retirees’ doubts about financial planning of retirement and
Education Centre (IFEC) and organised by the how to achieve healthy money management. 88 retirees
Salvation Army Kwun Tong Centre and Tung Tau joined the talks and learnt about digital wallets through
Centre was held on 29 and 30 March. It aims to answer ~ games.
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Dementia Supporter Training

To enhance the awareness, understandingand basic ~ North Regional Headquarters to organise ‘Dementia
skills of police officers on dementia and handling related ~ supporter training’ on 11 April and 16 April. Over 50
cases, Tai Po Dementia Care Link has collaborated with ~ police officers were well-trained and became our ‘dementia
the Hong Kong Police Force Regions New Territories ~ supporters.
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SOLA Nature College

Believing that exploration of the nature can arouse the
inherent ability of individuals, Chuk Yuen Integrated Services has
established the SOLA Nature College, aiming to enable
adolescents to develop their ‘Self-efficacy’, ‘Optimistic, ‘Love’ and
‘Appreciation’ with the four elements of ‘SKY’, ‘OCEAN’, 'LAND’
and ‘ADVENTURE, through interaction with natural
environment.
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Various Corps held different activities at the Holiness
Meeting and in the afternoon on 21 April, Easter
Sunday.
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Tai Hang Tung Corps accepted 1 Recruit and enrolled 1
Soldier at the Holiness Meeting.
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Kowloon Central Corps accepted Brother Manuel Cheung
and Sister Seanne Hsu as Recruits at the Holiness Meeting.

AFBEERAMTAFEZERZZGRAR
Tung Chung Corps took a group photo after the 17"
Anniversary Holiness Meeting.

5. MERKNE B N FRTERGWEA IR T B -
William Booth Corps held an Open-air Meeting in the
afternoon and played gospel games with community
members.

NEFRENEATTFELEESTEERITERTEM
EE -

Kowloon Central Corps held an Open-air Concert at Astor
Plaza Garden in the afternoon.
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‘Partners in Mission Walkathon’ was held at Shatin Shing
Mun River on 1 May, with enthusiastic support from various
units of the Army.

100 EBHREENR4F1IBAERILEREREAERSE
REFURBEBILBIER -

Shatin Corps Corps Officer enrolled Brother Leung Tak-yiu

as Soldier at The Salvation Army Bradbury Home of Loving
Kindness on 18 April.

9. MEBERE MERDERKINSAT-10HRTEMR
William Booth Corps and William Booth Secondary School
chaplaincy held the Partners in Mission Candy Charity Sale
during 7-10 May.

M REFNSA12HEHERASHEMESHRE -
Tai Po Corps celebrated the Mother’s Day at the Holiness
Meeting on 12 May.
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The Chief of the Staff Visits the USA Southern Territory
The visit to the USA Southern Territory by the Chief of the Staff
(Commissioner Lyndon Buckingham) and Commissioner Bronwyn
Buckingham (World Secretary for Women’s Ministries) began in
Birmingham, Alabama, with the international leaders participating in a
quarterly meeting of The Salvation Army’s USA National Advisory
Board. The meeting coincided with the Birmingham Area Command
Annual Dinner, attended by more than 500 local supporters of The
Salvation Army. i o
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Responds to Flooding in Canada In Ontario, The Salvation Army provided
assistance in Ottawa and the surrounding

A combination of rapidly melting snow and
heavy rainfall has had a devastating effect on
three Canadian provinces. States of emergency
have been declared in communities across
Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick. affected by the flood.

areas. Local emergency disaster services
(EDS) personnel was deployed to provide
food, emotional and spiritual care to those

K 31 5 0% |36 1% 15 410 8 The General Visits Peterborough Citadel, UK
HEEREMER G ER L ERRE LM General Brian Peddle and Commissioner Rosalie Peddle
i EEEE - KEMERTEE/E  (World President of Womens Ministries) visited

B2 R EpB %y "8 Nt Peterborough Citadel Corps in the United Kingdom Territory

B0 FBEE - TEHEERE, I=@T with the Republic of Ireland during the Palm Sunday
1ELf - o weekend. Apart from leading the Sunday worship, the

international leaders also attended the opening of the corps’s
new ‘Superstore and Community Hub), a ‘Question Time” and

14 three workshops.
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TSA William Booth Secondary School

Will e-books replace paper-print books in the future?

With thousands of up-to-date electronic devices being introduced to the market,
technology seems to influence every single minute of our life. The best example is the
promotion of electronic books (e-books) by using portable electronic devices such as
iPad and Netbook instead of traditional paper-print books. This hot issue arouses
public concern about whether paper-print books will be replaced by e-books in the
future. Nevertheless, if we understand the value of these two forms of reading, we
realise that both forms can survive in the market.

E-book is a relatively new concept for readers but it certainly brings readers an
innovational and convenient way of reading. Compared with traditional paper-print
books, e-books are a more interactive means of reading as it normally provides some
games, animations and multimedia elements between chapters. Besides, we can read
e-books by using portable smartphones or tablets and we can adjust the settings easily
by having a few touches and drags on the screen. However, traditional paper-print
books impose certain limitations to readers, such as font size, weight of book and book
layout.

Nonetheless, e-books have their limitations so that they can neither write off the
value of traditional paper-print books nor replace them in the future. Interactive as
e-books can be, the screens that display e-books are two-dimensional. However, paper
is tangible and some paper-print books may involve three-dimensional designs. You
can imagine how appealing reading can be if you open a book and find some features
popping up in front of your eyes. As a matter of fact, for those who really love reading
books, they would prefer buying traditional paper-print books as they may accompany
them for their whole life.

In conclusion, though the invention of e-books makes our reading more conve-
nient, traditional paper-print books still survive because of their artistic value. It is
foreseeable that both e-books and traditional paper-print books will co-exist in the
future.
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The Salvation Army is currently looking
for the right person for the above position.
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